
BEWARE OF BAD THEOLOGY 
LUKE 13:1-17 

M.I. HOLDING ONTO BAD THEOLOGY WILL CAUSE US TO MISS GOD’S WILL 

FOR OUR LIVES. 

 

I. NOT UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE (VS 1-5) 

Bad theology will cause us to be judgmental of others while at the same time missing how 

sinful we really are. 

A. UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE OF SIN (1-3) 

B. UNDERSTANDING THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN (4-5) 

 

 

II. NOT UNDERSTANDING THE END OF GRACE (VS 6-9) 

Bad theology causes us to forget there will come a time for individuals, nations, and 

churches when god’s grace will give way to judgment. 

A. WE ARE ALL GIVEN A LIMITED TIME TO PRODUCE FRUIT (6-7) 

B. WE ARE ALL GIVEN A LIMITED TIME OF GRACE (8) 

C. WE WILL A EXPERIENCE A TIME OF JUDGMENT (9) 

 

 

III. NOT UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF OTHERS (VS 10-17) 

People who were careful to obey all the religious laws missed who Jesus the savior was.  

We can easily do that today. 

A. NEEDING A TOUCH FROM JESUS (10-11) 

B. A TOUCH OF GRACE (12-13) 

C. A TOUCH OF LAW (14) 

D. ANOTHER KIND OF TOUCH FROM JESUS (15-17) 
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Beware of Bad Theology 

Luke 13:1-17 

Jesus and His disciples are headed for Jerusalem where Jesus will be publicly 
humiliated and executed.  As they journey, Jesus gives them instructions how they 
are to conduct their lives without His physical presence.  In other words, how 

should we be living our lives waiting for Jesus to return?  So far, we could state this 

in a series of “beware” statements; Beware of hypocrites.  Beware of greed.  

Leaders beware.  Beware of Laziness and beware of pride.  This morning, Jesus 
warns His disciples and us to beware of bad theology.  Since we are careful to obey 

Scripture and since we want to do the right thing, we must be careful to have right 
theology.  If we somehow develop a wrong theology, then our actions will not be 
pleasing to God.  So we could be acting in a way in which we sincerely want to 

please God and end up actually sinning against God.  That was the fate of the 
Pharisees.  They wanted so hard to please God that they carefully tried to obey all 

the laws in Scripture.  They studied through the Scriptures day and night.  They 
memorized the Scriptures and they carefully obeyed all the laws.  They prayed 
regularly, they tithed, and they helped the poor.  And yet the failed to recognize 

Jesus as their long awaited Messiah.  If we develop bad theology, we could easily 
think we are trying to be righteous, all the while sinning against God.  The problem 

with bad theology is that when it finally catches up with you, you will have to deny 
reality or change your theology quickly.   

For example, a great religious leader was teaching his disciples in the jungle.  

Devotees from around the world came to hear his teaching.  He taught that which 
most people considered reality was only an allusion. 

During the religious ceremony, a herd of wild elephant were stampeding right 
towards them.  Immediately, he and his followers scurried up trees to get out of the 

way.  After the elephants passed through, they all came down, formed their circle, 
and continued with their religious ceremony. 

One doubting disciple asked, “Master, if the elephants were only illusions and not 

real, why did you join the rest of us up in the trees?” 

The religious leader answered, “What elephants?” 

That may fool some people but when we live our lives according to bad theology, 

we will think we are pleasing God when in reality, we may be discouraging God.   

HOLDING ONTO BAD THEOLOGY WILL CAUSE US TO MISS GOD’S WILL FOR OUR 

LIVES.  As evangelical Christians, we need to understand that the group of people 
we are closest to is the Pharisees.  The Pharisees took the commands of Scripture 
very seriously, just like we do.  They were careful to pray several times a day and 
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read the Bible every day.  They did not just read the Bible, they studied the Bible.  

They were very precise in giving a tenth of all their money and even a tenth of 
everything that came from their gardens to the temple.  They helped the poor and 
tried to convert people.  They carefully tried not to break any commandments.   

If you take your Christianity as seriously as I do, then join with me in a personal 

journey through the Gospels.  Take a period of time to read through the Gospels 
and try and figure out how it is the Pharisees missed their Messiah as He stood 

before them in the flesh.  As holy as they were, as immersed in the Scriptures as 
they were, and as anxious as they were to meet Messiah, how could they possibly 
have missed Jesus?  And then we need to ask ourselves where we may be missing 

Jesus and what could be causing us to miss Him? 

 

NOT UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE (VS 1-5) 

In today’s text, we are invited by Jesus to examine our theology in a couple of 
areas.  In verses 1-5, we see that not understanding who we are can lead us to bad 

theology which will lead us to sinful behavior.  BAD THEOLOGY WILL CAUSE US TO 
BE JUDGMENTAL OF OTHERS WHILE AT THE SAME TIME MISSING HOW SINFUL WE 

REALLY ARE.  One of the tricks Satan uses is to get us to focus our attention on the 

sins of others.  He gets us so caught up in other people’s sins that we forget about 

our own sins.   

In verses 1-3 Jesus gives us some insight into understanding the scope of sin.    In 

Jesus’ time, the faith community believed that if people suffered tragedy, it was 

directly due to their sinfulness.  Jesus’ disciples state the belief of the day clearly 
when Jesus approached a blind man: 

“2Teacher,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it a result of his own sins or 

those of his parents” (John 9:2 / NLT)? 

All of us sitting here this morning would wonder how the disciples could believe 
such a thing.  But there are many believers who believe this in a very sinister way.  
An attitude of entitlement and self-righteousness combine to blind some to the 

facts.  People who stand in a position of advantage hold this view.  Somehow they 
have fooled themselves into thinking that they deserve what they have.  They have 

fooled themselves into thinking that God has blessed them because they have 
played according to the rules and crossed their Ts and dotted their Is.   

Let’s take my situation for example.  I was raised in an immigrant family and my 

wife Luing is an immigrant.  And so we conducted our lives as immigrants and lived 
by those values.  We lived in extended family situations where the older generation 
took care of the younger generation and then as the older generation got older, we 

cared for the older generation.  This has enormous financial results.  Luing and I 
worked 2 and 3 jobs at a time.  We lived very modest lives and saved a great deal 
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of money.  Today we are financially secure.  We have a great deal to be thankful 

for. 

On the other hand, let’s take a person who was born into poverty.  This person was 
raised in the slums of Chicago born into a 3rd generation of welfare recipients.  This 

person is raised in the value system and the hopelessness of that situation. 

Now let’s say that this person and I are both Christians.  Would it be right for me to 

say that both of us have what we do have or don’t have because it is God’s will?  Is 

it God’s will this person lives in poverty and God’s will that I have a great deal?  Do 
I have what I have because I have worked hard, made good decisions, and am wise 

and therefore God blessed me?  And could I say that God has given this person 
what they deserve because of their sinful lifestyle?  There are so-called Christians 
who would hold this view.  Their view is that if God wanted them out of the Ghetto, 

God would miraculously provide them with money and miraculously heal their 
minds so they could think correctly. 

I can see some people who call themselves Christian coming upon a person like this 

and say to Jesus, “Teacher, why was this person born into poverty and why does 
this person remain in this state? Was it a result of his own sins or those of his 

parents?” 

That’s what’s going on here in verses 1-3.  Jesus has just been talking about the 
urgency of repentance and the importance of living holy lives.  At that very moment 

some people informed Jesus that Pilate had just killed some Galileans while they 

were worshiping at the temple.  The crowd’s immediate assumption was that these 

Galileans were murdered because of some sin in their lives that especially pleased 
God.  The follow up assumption is thank goodness we are not that sinful or that 

could have happened to us.  Jesus in essence said it was simply a matter of bad 
luck.  They happened to be at the wrong place at the wrong time.  In reality it could 
have been them had they been bringing their sacrifice to the temple.  Jesus sums it 

up by telling the crowd that the Galileans who suffered this tragedy were no more 
sinful than those standing before Him, including the disciples.  The message Jesus 

had for them was that they should quit judging those who suffered the tragedy and 
they should be concerned about their own pathetic sinful lives and personally 
repent or perish. 

That message to me is that I am no less sinful than my brother or sister suffering in 

poverty in the Ghetto.  I don’t have what I have because I am more holy, wiser, or 
hard working.  I in no way deserve more than the person stuck in poverty.  For me 

to glibly say that if God wanted the person out of poverty, God would work miracles 
on their behalf.   

The Bible is clear that ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  I 

deserve to be in a worse position than that person stuck in poverty.  And yet, I 
know Christians who believe that the person living in poverty is there because it is 

God’s will for their life and it is God’s will that they have all they do because God 
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has blessed them.  This is nothing but spiritual arrogance and blasphemy against 

God.  Because in the end you are saying that if God does not do a miracle on their 

behalf, it is God’s will they be suffering in their situation? 

Jesus wants me to know this and He wants you to know this.  We do not deserve 

anything we have.  We do not deserve to be living comfortable lives.  We deserve 
to be tormented eternity in hell and to suffer constantly in this life.  I deserve to be 
dust on the street where dogs defecate on me and people trample on me.  That is 

what I deserve and that is what you deserve.  If I cannot start from that truth I can 
in no way have compassion on anyone and cannot ever be truly thankful to God.  I 

had no control over what kind of family I was born into and into what kind of status 

I received as a result of it.  And neither did the person born in the Ghetto.  I’m 

warning each one of us.  We’d better get to a point where we fall helplessly and 
hopelessly before God and confess to Him that we deserve nothing.  What is the 
scope of sin?  Every human being is totally depraved.  There is no human being 

except for Jesus who is not fully saturated in sin.  Every part of our being is 
affected by sin.  That is the scope of sin.  Not understanding that will lead to bad 

theology. 

Once we understand the scope of sin, Jesus wants us to understand the 
consequence of sin in verses 4-5. The Bible is equally clear that the wages for sin is 

death.  In other words, what do I deserve when I come face to face with Jesus?  
What do you deserve when you come face to face with Jesus?  What have all our 
goodness, righteousness, and rule keeping earn us?  It earns us an eternity 

separated from God.  We have richly earned ourselves an eternity of torment in 
hell.  Jesus followed up the Galilean report with one of His own.  Jesus said that 

there was an incident in which the tower of Silaom fell and killed 18 Jerusalemite 

passer byes.  The question Jesus poses is, “Were they more sinful and guilty of sin’s 
consequences that anybody else?  The answer of course is no.   

Again this was a case of being in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Any of us 
could have equally deserved the same fate had we been walking by.  The more 
time I spend in the ministry the more I become surprised at how often so-called 

Christians busy themselves looking at the sins and defects of others.  And as they 
do this, they become more and more self-righteous.  I have never heard these 

people say, “This person is sinning and somebody should do something about it.  
But my sin is far worse than what that person is doing.  I need to confess my sin 

and somebody needs to take action against my sin.”  I have never heard self-
righteous people say this.  They merely focus on the sins of others like a laser 
beam.  And they somehow think their own sin is somehow lesser than those they 

focus on.   

The people in Jesus’ crowd were ready to judge the Galilean worshipers and the 18 
Jerusalem passer byes as sinful and deserving of their fate.  I would invite each one 

of us to really take some time and get an understanding of the scope of sin in our 
own lives and what the consequences of sin are in our own lives.  BAD THEOLOGY 
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WILL CAUSE US TO BE JUDGMENTAL OF OTHERS WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 

MISSING HOW SINFUL WE REALLY ARE. 

 

NOT UNDERSTANDING THE END OF GRACE (VS 6-9) 

Did you ever take time to notice that people like a very light and cheery message in 

church?  Jesus loves us and He doesn’t really care about exactly what our doctrine 

is.  Let’s sing and dance.  Let’s celebrate Jesus, clap our hands, and wave our 

hands.  In verses 6-9 Jesus lays out the results of not understanding the end of 
grace.  BAD THEOLOGY CAUSES US TO FORGET THERE WILL COME A TIME FOR 

INDIVIDUALS, NATIONS, AND CHURCHES WHEN GOD’S GRACE WILL GIVE WAY TO 

JUDGMENT.  I know people don’t like to hear this but if we authentically want to be 

saved, we must develop a correct theology.  Somehow, we have watered down the 

Gospel message; I’m not sure how many people who receive Jesus are truly saved.  

When people come to Jesus, Jesus usually says something like, “Unless you lay 

down your life, pick up your cross, and follow me, you can’t be with Me.”  We tell 

people, “Just ask Jesus into your heart and confess you sins, and you are saved.”  
Where is the cross in all of that?  Where is the laying down of your life in that?  An 

authentic confession of faith is stating that I am dead to myself and this world.  I 
have submitted myself as a slave to the King of the Universe, Jesus.  From this 

point on in my life I am committed whole heartedly to growing in Christ.  I am 
dead.   

You may think that is tough but in verses 6-7, Jesus starts this theological lecture 

by stating that we are all given a limited time to produce fruit.  Again, don’t miss 

this point.  Jesus is not telling us to be fruit inspectors of other’s lives.  We are not 

the Holy Spirit.  We must be inspecting the quality of our own fruit.  The scenario 
Jesus lays out is this.  The owner of a vineyard is walking through the fields with his 
foreman, inspecting the crops.  They come upon a mature fig tree.  When the tree 

reached the age of maturity and should have started producing fruit, it didn’t.  In 
fact the owner came back with the foreman for 3 years after the maturity date and 

the tree had still not produced any figs.  Listen to what this means financially.  
Once the tree starts to produce figs, the owner is not to eat any of the fruit for 3 
more years.  Then the fruit for the 4th year belongs to God.  So this owner cannot 

enjoy the fruit or the money from the fruit until the 5th year of fruit bearing.  Even 
if the tree would to bear fruit next year, it would be at least 8 years.  

The owner now wants to cut his losses; cut down the tree, and plant a new one, in 

hopes that it will produce fruit and make him some money or at least give him the 
enjoyment of fruit.  There are some commentators that the fig tree represents the 

nation of Israel.  In other words, God gave Israel a chance to repent and follow 
their Messiah Jesus.  As a nation, they refused.  Jerusalem was burned to the 
ground in 70 AD and the Jews were scattered all over the world.  They never 

became a nation again until 1947.  The new fig tree then became the church. 
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The church is defined in the New Testament as individual believers in Christ united 

together by the Holy Spirit with Christ as the head.  And further the New Testament 
defines the church in a local sense as well.  In other words, believers coming 
together to worship, is also defined as church.   

Without getting into all the subtleties of the debate, I think Jesus is talking to all 

who were present and all of us who follow.  Let’s simply apply this to our individual 
lives and the life of our local church here.  Before we do this, let me just make an 

aside comment.  God deals with nations this way too.  Every nation and 
government exists to follow God; to reward the righteous and to punish the evil.  

The nation of Israel failed to do this.  They were crushed.  The Roman Empire failed 
to do this and they fell.  You will have to figure out where we are as Americans.  

Remember, when nations come under God’s judgment, the entire population suffers 

in the judgment. 

Let’s get back to us as individuals and this individual local church we belong to.  

Jesus states our purpose as this: 

“1I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch that doesn’t produce 

fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3You have already 

been pruned for greater fruitfulness by the message I have given you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain 

in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful apart 

from me. 

5”Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 

fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6Anyone who parts from me is thrown away like a useless 

branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7But if you stay joined to me 

and my words remain in you, you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! 8My true 

disciples produce much fruit. This brings great glory to my Father” (John 15:1-8 / NLT). 

Now please don’t fool yourself into thinking that acting holy, following rules, and 

searching out and exposing the sins of others are bearing fruit.  Don’t think using 

your spiritual gifts to tear apart the body is bearing fruit.  Let’s not be fooled by 

these individuals either.  The Bible is clear that their end is destruction.  The fruit 
we are to bear is described by the Apostle Paul: 

“22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness 

and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 

the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 

Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other” (Galatians 5:22-26 / NIV). 

When people approach you in church, and try to tell you how to live your life, 
please be wise and examine their lives carefully before you take their advice.  And 

don’t be lazy.  Search and study the Scripture for yourself.  Pray yourself.  You 

don’t need people to tell you what to do if you are not lazy or needy.  God will 

provide all your needs.   
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The interesting thing to me is to hear people say to me, “God has shown me this 

about your life, or God has shown me this is His will for the church, or God speaks 

to me and I am certain of this or that.”  God hasn’t lost my phone number and He 

hasn’t lost your phone number.  I am in a very personal and intimate relationship 
with God.   

I think this is a good time to share with you about some of the work I did this 

summer.  I spent a lot of time in spiritual direction this summer.  In my prayer 
time, I clearly heard God speak to me saying to me that He called me to Devon 
Church and that He has called me to lead.  Any of you who know me, know this is 

not a message I want to hear.  And yet, the peace of that calling as taking deep 
root in my soul. 

So if we are not producing the fruit of the Spirit in our individual lives and in the life 

of our church, the judgment is that we should be cut down and thrown out.  I am 
61-years-old and have been a Christian most of my life.  Our church is over 65-

years-old.  I have been given plenty of chances to produce fruit.  Each of you has 
been given chances to produce fruit.  Our church has had plenty of time to produce 
fruit.  It would do us well to look at our individual lives and examine the fruit in our 

lives.  Is it good fruit or rotten fruit or is there no fruit at all?   

Thank God for Jesus and His grace.  However, Jesus informs us that we are given a 
limited time of grace in verse 8.  The story continues with the foreman reasoning 

with the owner.  Here is his reasoning.  You have already invested perhaps 5 years 
in bringing the tree to maturity and another 3 years waiting for fruit.  If we cut it 
down now, we have wasted 8 years and if we grow another tree to maturity, the 

total investment will be 13 years and then we are not even guaranteed that the 
new tree will produce fruit.  Please give me one year.  If it produces fruit, then we 

will not have wasted any time.  If it doesn’t produce, then we have only lost one 
more year.  The risk reward ratio is really worth it.   

There are two things we need to point out here.  First of all, fig trees don’t need 

much care.  They are able to thrive with relatively little work.  This servant is going 
to go through extraordinary means to save this tree.  Secondly, there will come a 

judgment day for the tree.  If it doesn’t produce fruit in one year, it will be cut 
down.  There is a time limit in which the gardener and the owner will decide to let it 

continue to live or die.   

One of the ways to test the authenticity of your salvation is to make sure you 
understand grace.  I know a lot of people who think they are mature Christians who 
I am sure do not understand grace.  They love to receive grace from God and they 

really enjoy when people extend them grace.  However, I don’t see much grace in 
their lives as they approach other people. 

Our church has been extended a great deal of grace from God.  We have gone 

through and survived divisive people in the church and it seems as if we may be 
going through the same thing again.  How long will God put up with us as 
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individuals and as a church?  Divisiveness is sin that God does not take lightly.  At 

any rate, I don’t presume on God’s grace.  We need to pray and repent before our 
time of grace runs out with God. 

Because as Jesus points out in verse 9, we will experience a time of judgment.  If 

at the end of the year the tree does not produce fruit, it will be cut down and 

thrown out.  The very interesting thing about this parable is that we don’t know 

how it ends.  Jesus doesn’t tell us at the end of the year if it produced fruit or not.  
The end of the parable is open ended.  Our lives at this point are open ended.  We 
can choose to repent, turn our lives around and come back to God and experience 

His grace, or we can continue in our sinful attitudes and behaviors and experience 

God’s judgment.  Please carefully hear this.  BAD THEOLOGY CAUSES US TO 

FORGET THERE WILL COME A TIME FOR INDIVIDUALS, NATIONS, AND CHURCHES 

WHEN GOD’S GRACE WILL GIVE WAY TO JUDGMENT.   

 

NOT UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF OTHERS (VS 10-17) 

If you study carefully through the Gospels the Pharisees make their fatal mistake in 

that they put law above the value of others.  In verses 10-17 we can see that not 
understanding the value of others is fatal in theology.  PEOPLE WHO WERE 
CAREFUL TO OBEY ALL THE RELIGIOUS LAWS MISSED WHO JESUS THE SAVIOR 

WAS.  WE CAN EASILY DO THAT TODAY.  I have to say that it is for any of us who 
are serious about our faith to fall into this fatal mistake.  But keep this in mind.  

Those who most closely resemble us as evangelicals in the Bible are the Pharisees.  
They lived just like we do.  In fact they were probably better than most of us.  They 

wanted to follow God and to be separate from the society in which they lived.  They 
knew Scripture better than any of us.  They read, studied, memorized it, and 
meditated on it daily.  They wanted to avoid offending God by carefully obeying all 

the rules and laws.  They gave a 10th of all their money and goods.  They regularly 
gave to the poor.  They prayed constantly throughout the day.  And yet they not 

only missed Jesus as the Messiah, they instigated His crucifixion.  That should scare 

us that that we could be so carefully obeying God’s commands that we could be 
denying Jesus. 

In verses 10-11 we see a woman needing a touch from Jesus.  It was the Sabbath 
and Jesus was teaching in a synagogue.  Present at the service was a woman who 
had been crippled for 18 years.  She was bent over and could not stand up.  Here is 

a woman that needs a touch from Jesus.  I come into contact with people every day 
who need a touch from Jesus.  There are many people in our lives and in this 

neighborhood that need a touch from Jesus.   

In verses 12-13 she received a touch from Jesus.  Jesus gently and without fanfare 
called her forward, touched her, and spoke words of healing to her.  Immediately 
she was healed.  She stood up and started praising God.  There is nothing more to 

be said.  We have many opportunities and many resources to bring healing touches 
in the Name of Jesus.   
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In verse 14 we see the ugliness of a touch of law.  If you do a very careful study of 

the laws concerning Sabbath in the Old Testament, you can easily see why the 
Pharisees accused Him of breaking the Sabbath laws.  It seems to me that 

technically, Jesus broke the Sabbath laws.  I’m not saying He did, but if I were in 

the shoes of the Pharisees, I think I would have agreed that He broke the Sabbath.  
Now look at their arguments.  It appeared that Jesus was breaking the law in the 

middle of a worship service.  The synagogue leader quoted and applied the law.  
There are six days for work.  Healing should be done on one of those days.  Can 

you hear the religious people say, “Well if we allow Jesus to heal on the Sabbath, 
then should we let doctors open their offices on the Sabbath, and then others can 
justify opening their drug store on the Sabbath to sell medicine.  And as long as we 

have to go to the drug store, we might as well pick up the groceries we need and 
then we can run some other errands on the way home.  No, keeping the law is 

imperative.  If we make one exception, then there is no telling what chaos will 

result.” 

Let me point this out too.  The synagogue leader did not speak to Jesus because 

Jesus would have corrected him and he would not like Jesus’ answer.  So instead he 
goes to those who will agree with him and his point of view.  Note that carefully in 

verse 14.  But the point is Jesus did know better. 

And now we will witness another kind of touch from Jesus.  Now watch carefully 

how Jesus chooses to answer this debate.  He doesn’t debate the Sabbath laws with 

them.  He picked on exception to the law.  The law provided that in caring for the 
well being of an animal, the owner could untie it and bring it out for a drink of 
water.  Please read verses 15-16 carefully.  Jesus makes this about the dignity and 

wholeness of a woman. 

Note the comparison.  Jesus compares the Jewish crippled woman to the tied up 
animal.  The animal has only been bound up for a few hours.  The poor woman has 

been bound for 18 years.  If we make an exception to the rule by loosening the 

animal’s bonds to give it a drink of water, then it is not only acceptable but 

necessary for Jesus to loosening the bonds of this woman who had be crippled and 
make an exception to the rule. 

The point is that for Jesus the life of the woman was more important than any law 

concerning Sabbath.  Back in verse 14 the synagogue rule pointed out that there 
were 6 legitimate days for work.  The woman could have come for healing on one of 
them.  That is true.  But perhaps she had been coming and not received a touch of 

healing from any of them.  This day it so happened that her path crossed paths 
with Jesus.  Jesus could have told her to come back tomorrow but there was no 

need.  Jesus touched her and healed her.  Legalists will always be humiliated, 
confused, and end up with no insight.  In fact the Pharisees conspired to kill Jesus.  
But there will always be people who recognize the grace of Jesus.  They were 

delighted with the wonderful things Jesus did and taught.  I hope that there is no 
one here who will end up thinking that obeying laws takes precedent over the grace 

and love we extend to others.  PEOPLE WHO WERE CAREFUL TO OBEY ALL THE 
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RELIGIOUS LAWS MISSED WHO JESUS THE SAVIOR WAS.  WE CAN EASILY DO 

THAT TODAY.   

Look, those of you who are legalists, please feel free to ruin your own lives.  I have 

consistently extended that grace to you.  I find it incredible that you don’t extend 

that grace to me.  So please feel free to ruin your lives.  However, do not attempt 

to ruin others’ lives.  I am the pastor and the shepherd of this flock.  I will oppose 

you if you try and ruin others’ lives with your legalism.  Remember, HOLDING 

ONTO BAD THEOLOGY WILL CAUSE US TO MISS GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES.   

“During his long career as pastor of New York’s Riverside Church, the late Harry Emerson Fosdick 

spent many hours counseling students from nearby Columbia University.  One evening a distraught 

young man burst into his study and announced, ‘I have decided that I cannot and do not believe in 

God!’ 

‘All right,’ Dr. Fosdick replied, ‘but describe for me the God you don’t believe in.’   

The student proceeded to sketch his idea of God.  When he finished, Dr. Fosdick said, ‘Well, we’re in the 

same boat.  I don’t believe in that God either.’” (source unknown) 

I can tell you that I don’t believe in the God that some people who claim to be 

mature Christians believe in.  I want to challenge all of you to get on the ball and 

start reading and studying your Bibles for all you are worth.  If you don’t you will be 

easy prey for people who will lead you down the wrong path. 

 


