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BEWARE OF PRIDE 
LUKE 12:49-59 

Making the right decision today will have eternal results. 

I. UNDERSTANDING OUR SITUATION (VS 49-53) 

In order to make a right decision we must understand who we are and what Jesus did on our 

behalf. 

A. THE NATURE OF JUDGMENT (49) 

B. THE NATURE OF SUBSTITUTION (50) 

C. ACKNOWLEDGING WHO WE ARE (51-53) 

 

 

II. UNDERSTANDING THE OFFER (VS 54-56) 

The people during Jesus’ time should have recognized the messianic offer.  That same offer is 

being made to us. 

A. UNDERSTANDING UNIMPORTANT SIGNS (54-55) 

B. MISUNDERSTANDING IMPORTANT SIGNS (56) 

 

 

III. UNDERSTANDING THE URGENCY (VS 57-59) 

Jesus is coming at any time.  When he comes it will be too late to change our minds. 

A. HAVING A BAD CASE (57-58a) 

B. HAVING A BAD OUTCOME (58b) 

C. BETTER MAKE A PLEA DEAL (59) 
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Beware Of Pride 

Luke 12:49-59 

We may lose sight of where we are and missing the context may cause us to miss 

the meaning of this morning’s text.  Jesus was invited for a luncheon with some 

prominent religious people of the day.  He was eating with the Pharisees and 

experts in religious law.  Today’s equivalent may be pastors and seminary 

professors.  At the luncheon, Jesus insulted them by calling them hypocrites.  After 
leaving the luncheon, a crowd of thousands gathered around Jesus and His disciples 
to hear Him speak.  As Jesus speaks, it seems as if He addresses His disciples 

intending that those who can hear also take His message to heart.  Jesus warned 
them to beware of hypocrites who would try and confuse them.  They were also 

warned to beware of their own attitudes of greed and laziness.  In this morning’s 
text Jesus will warn us to beware of pride.  The kind of pride we are talking about 
this morning is a subtle type of pride.  It is the kind of pride that lulls our souls to 

sleep.  We assume everything is right between God and us and we assume that we 
are pretty good people.  This causes us to miss several of the signs God gives us.  

When we run through God’s stop signs or go the wrong way down God’s one way 
streets things can go badly for us.  But making the wrong decision based on who 

we are and Who God is can have devastating consequences. 

Let me give you an example.  My wife has these very vivid dreams and ends up 
crying, laughing, or even yelling in her sleep.  One night she woke me up and 

stated angrily that she was mad at me.  I asked her why and she said she had a 
dream that I had a girlfriend.   

Well one night she woke me up both yelling and laughing.  I had to wake her up 
and find out what was going on.  She said she dreamt that I had died and she was 

in heaven watching.  An angel accompanied her for the tour.  They passed Elvis.  
He was chained to the most hideous woman you could imagine.  My wife asked the 

angel why this was the case.  The angel said, Elvis committed a number of sins 
when he was alive and now he must do penance by remaining with this ugly lady 
until his time is up. 

She noted the same of other manly sex symbols who had died.  They were all 

walking around chained to these ugly ladies.  But then … but then … but then I saw 

you chained to the most beautiful and sexiest woman I had ever seen.  You could 

tell my wife was getting a little upset.  Now I was interested.  I said, “Go on.”  She 

said I went up to that woman and asked her what was going on.  She said, “When I 

used to live on earth, I committed many terrible sins.”  Then my wife started 

laughing. 

Okay, I don’t know what was so funny about that.  But there are a couple of things 

I want to point out about her dream.  First of all, what we do here on earth and the 
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decisions we make have consequences in eternity.  In my wife’s dream, the 

punishments were only temporary.  In today’s text, we will see the consequences 
will last throughout eternity.  Pride can cause us to make some bad decisions while 

humility will allow us to make some very good decisions.  The main idea of this 

morning’s text is this.  MAKING THE RIGHT DECISION TODAY WILL HAVE ETERNAL 

RESULTS.  In other words, Jesus is the One Who is the way to eternal life.  When 
He talks about eternity and judgment, we would do well to pay close attention. 

 

UNDERSTANDING OUR SITUATION (VS 49-53) 

In verses 49-53 we can see why it takes humility in understanding our situation.  
IN ORDER TO MAKE A RIGHT DECISION WE MUST UNDERSTAND WHO WE ARE 

AND WHAT JESUS DID ON OUR BEHALF.  The problem that prevented the religious 

people of Jesus’ day was their spiritual pride.  They had no concern about God’s Day 

of Judgment.  They felt God would be coming to reward them and punish everyone 
else.  In verse 49 Jesus describes the nature of judgment.  In the Bible, fire from 
God is usually a bad thing.  Jesus has been going around healing people, setting 

people free from demons, torment, and illness of all kinds.  He has been giving 
hope to the poor and downtrodden and has been offering peace with God.  And in 

the context of warning people about their own sinful attitudes, He now blurts this 

out, “I have come to bring fire on the earth.”  This is clearly a sign of judgment.  

Jesus on the cross is a public demonstration of our sinfulness.  Whenever we see 
Jesus on the cross, our thoughts ought to be drawn to the fact that that ought to be 
me, not Jesus.  Jesus on the cross is a public illustration of what God thinks about 

sin.  Jesus on the cross is a public judgment of you and me.   

I know that many of you think you are pretty good.  And in comparison to the 
world, you are.  But anyone who thinks they are good in any way can never find 

their way to heaven.  Listen to what God says about us, every last one of us, 
summed up through the Apostle Paul: 

“10As the Scriptures say, 
“No one is good— 
not even one. 
11No one has real understanding; 
no one is seeking God. 
12All have turned away from God; 
all have gone wrong. 
No one does good, 
not even one.” 
13”Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. 
Their speech is filled with lies.” 
“The poison of a deadly snake drips from their lips.” 
14”Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 
15”They are quick to commit murder. 
16Wherever they go, destruction and misery follow them. 
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17They do not know what true peace is.” 
18”They have no fear of God to restrain them” 
                                               (Romans 3:10-18 / NLT). 
 

Here is where most of us religious people have problems.  Do you like to be 

described that way?  Do you accept being called stupid, rotten, and evil?  The 
Pharisees and the Scribes would never have accepted that description of 

themselves.  And that is the problem.  If we think we are good in any way, then we 

are rejecting God’s description of who we are.  I’m sure many of you are sitting 

there angry.  You are saying to yourself, “I’m not that bad.  In fact, I’m pretty 

good.  I haven’t done anything that is worth God sending me to hell over.  I’m not 

stupid, rotten, and evil.” 

Look further what God says about us through the prophet Isaiah: 

“6We are all infected and impure with sin. When we proudly display our righteous deeds, we find they 

are but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall. And our sins, like the wind, sweep us away” 

(Isaiah 64:6 / NLT). 

Even the things we do that we think are good and righteous are like filthy rags in 

God’s eyes.  We are so busy comparing ourselves to the evil people in this world 

that we miss the whole message of the Bible.  God commands us: 

“45 I, the LORD, am the one who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God. You must 

therefore be holy because I am holy” (Leviticus 11:45 / NLT). 

There is the comparison God commands.  That is the comparison Jesus invites us to 
look at.  By coming in the flesh, Jesus invites us to compare our life to His.  Instead 
of seeing how far short they came from being like Jesus, the religious people of the 

day refused to look at that.  Rather than entertain the thought they were stupid, 
rebellious, and evil; and that their acts of righteousness amounted to filthy rags in 

God’s sight, they chose to crucify Jesus.  My guess is that many of us would be in 

the crowd that chose to crucify Jesus.  We don’t like to think of ourselves in these 

lowly terms, especially those of us who think we are keeping the rules.  But 
whenever we see that cross, and contemplate Jesus on the cross, we ought to fall 
on our knees like the tax collector in the temple.  Jesus contrasts the two different 

approaches:  

“9Then Jesus told this story to some who had great self-confidence and scorned everyone else: 10”Two 

men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a dishonest tax collector. 

11The proud Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not a 

sinner like everyone else, especially like that tax collector over there! For I never cheat, I don’t sin, I 

don’t commit adultery, 12I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 

13”But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. 

Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14I tell you, 



Page 5 of 10 

 

this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For the proud will be humbled, but 

the humble will be honored” (Luke 18:9-14 / NLT). 

The tax collector knew enough to beat his chest with remorse, to keep his eyes 
down in shame, and to realize he was not worthy to even be in the presence of 
God.  The Pharisee should have had the exact same response.  Is that your 

response when you come into the presence of God?  A good prayer to memorize is 

the Sinner’s Prayer which goes, “Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me a sinner.” 

The nature of judgment is fire.  Fire destroys and fire refines.  If we are proud in 

any way, the fire will destroy us.  If we are humble, the fire will purify us and 
strengthen us.  But we must remember that Jesus is coming soon to judge us. 

In verse 50 we gain some insight into the nature of substitution.  In other words, 

Jesus made it clear that judgment is coming and that all of us will not fare well 

under God’s judgment.  The Bible is clear that all of us have sinned and all of us 

deserve to spend eternity in hell because of our sin.  But here Jesus says that He is 
greatly preoccupied with His mission in life.  Here He puts it in terms of having to 

undergo a baptism.  He was baptized by John in the Jordan River.  This is a 
different kind of baptism.  William Barclay gives the many definitions of baptism.  It 
can describe a ship submerged beneath the waves.  Baptism can refer to a person 

submerged in alcohol.  In other words, the person is dead drunk and drowning in 
alcohol.  It can describe a person submerged in some terrible experience.  This 

seems to be what Jesus is referring to.  He will be engulfed by the punishment we 
deserve for our sins.  He will experience the wrath of God being poured out on Him 
for the punishment you and I deserve.  He will experience the eternity of torment 

on each of our behalf.  It will be so terrible it will cause Him to cry out, “My God, My 

God, why have You forsaken Me” (Matthew 27:46 / NIV)? 

Jesus was focused and preoccupied with accomplishing this mission on our behalf.  

But again, if you think you are a pretty good person, then this horrible death Jesus 
is going to suffer is meaningless.  Jesus died for you and He died for me.  He took 

the punishment you and I deserve.  Spend some time meditating on the suffering 
and death of Jesus.  Then realize He did that for your sins.  How could anyone come 
out of that meditation thinking we are good in any way? 

And that’s what acknowledging who we are is described in verses 51-53.  The 

statement in verse 51 sounds strange coming from the Prince of Peace’s mouth.  He 

says that He did not come to bring peace on earth but rather division.  The point is 
not that we are supposed to be obnoxious or mistreat our family and friends.  The 
point is simply that the Gospel message itself will divide people.  Let me just 

refresh us on what Jesus said back in chapter 8: 

“19Once when Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, they couldn’t get to him because of the 

crowds. 20Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, and they want to see you.” 
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21Jesus replied, “My mother and my brothers are all those who hear the message of God and obey it” 

(Luke 8:19-21 / NLT). 

I think this is a critical point.  Unless one realizes that we are sinful, rebellious, evil, 

and stupid, we will never be able to receive God’s salvation because Jesus said that 

is why He had to die.  People who do not acknowledge this can never be part of 

God’s family.  This is the stumbling block for most people.  However, IN ORDER TO 

MAKE A RIGHT DECISION WE MUST UNDERSTAND WHO WE ARE AND WHAT JESUS 
DID ON OUR BEHALF. 

The simple truth is this.  There will come a time soon when Jesus will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  In our natural state, we are sinful, stupid, rebellious, and 

evil.  We deserve to spend an eternity in hell.  Jesus came to die for you and for me 
personally.  I need the death of Christ applied to my life for without Him I will 

spend eternity in hell.  That’s what my righteousness and good life richly earns me; 
an eternity in hell.   

 

UNDERSTANDING THE OFFER (VS 54-56) 

It is imperative that we understand this because it will assist us in understanding 

the offer as presented in verses 54-55.  THE PEOPLE DURING JESUS’ TIME SHOULD 
HAVE RECOGNIZED THE MESSIANIC OFFER.  THAT SAME OFFER IS BEING MADE 
TO US.   

In verses 54, Jesus makes it clear that we can understand unimportant signs.  He 
uses some simple common sense signs people in Israel could use to predict the 
weather.  If clouds start to form over the Mediterranean Sea, and weather generally 

moves from west to east in the Northern Hemisphere, then one could reasonably 
expect rain soon.  On the other hand, when the wind shifted to the south, one could 

reasonably expect a real hot spell because the desert lies south of Israel.  So 
people were pretty good at predicting the weather.  They were an agricultural 

community.  The fishermen would say, “Red sky in the morning is a sailor’s 
warning: Red sky at night is a sailor’s delight.”  So people become pretty competent 
at recognizing the weather signs and predicting the weather.   

Our day is no different.  People can predict political outcomes, weather, and even 

make fairly accurate predictions about how long we will live.  That’s the way 
insurance companies make so much money.  If they have very good actuaries, they 

will make a great deal of money.  If they have bad actuaries, they will lose a great 
deal of money. 

So even though the people of Jesus’ time could predict these relatively unimportant 

signs with a great deal of accuracy, they were guilty of misunderstanding very 
important signs.  Jesus fulfilled all sorts of Old Testament prophecies.  He was born 

of a virgin in the town of Bethlehem.  He healed the sick, opened the eyes of the 
blind, gave hearing to the deaf, and opened the mouth of those who could not 
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speak.  He set people free from demonic depression and He gave dignity to the 

outcast.  He preached the Good News that God was reconciling us to Himself 
through Jesus.  And ultimately, Jesus would fulfill the role of the Suffering Servant 
of Israel.  As the Messiah, He would suffer and die for our sins.  Listen to what God 

said through the prophet Isaiah: 

“6All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid 

on him the guilt and sins of us all” (Isaiah 53:6 / NLT). 

The signs were right in front of them.  They should have recognized that the 

Messiah was standing in front of them face to face.  He was not there to do them 
harm.  He was there to save them from the sin.  However, because of their pride, 

they rejected the Messiah. After His crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead and yet 
that too failed to convince many of Who He truly was.  However, many did come to 
faith in Jesus as the Promised Messiah. 

Today should be no different.  If people would simply read the book of Daniel, the 

Gospels, and the book of Revelation, we could see that the Second Coming of Jesus 
is near.  Israel once again became a nation in 1948.  The Muslim nations that 

completely surround are publicly committed to their annihilation.  Even the so-

called “Christian” nations have turned on Israel.  Europe is a very vocal anti-Semitic 

group of nations who hate Israel.  For the most part, the United States has been 

Israel’s only true Ally.  And yet we can see how quickly the sentiment in the United 

States is turning against Israel.  Even American Jews and politicians are starting to 
turn towards embracing the Muslim world and turning away from Israel.  These 
days, the only friends Israel has are conservative Christians.   

The United States has always traditionally been governed and founded on Judeo-

Christian principles.  Look at the signs of the times.  In the public arena it is 
fashionable to talk about all sorts of religions like New Age, Eastern mystical and 

pantheistic religions, Native American religions, Islam, Buddhism, and others.  The 
only religions that are forbidden to talk about in the public arena are Judaism and 
Christianity.   

Since rejecting these values, the United States has become morally reprehensible.  
Look at the signs of the times.  We have become a sexually perverted society.  We 
have become a violent society.  Whereas once we were a nation of laws, we have 

now become a country of moral chaos.  We continue to slide into self-destruction.  
Look at the signs of the times.  We have slid into such moral, legal, political, and 

social chaos, the time is ripe for Anti-Christ to rise and take power.  And it will not 
be very hard for him to convince the church to vote for him.  Look at the signs of 
the times. 

Jesus said He would return like a thief in the night.  He said no one knows when He 

will return but He said there would be signs.  In Matthew 24 Jesus lays out both 

concepts.  Are we so busy with our lives that we don’t recognize the signs of Jesus’ 
Second Coming?  Many of the people in Jesus’ day missed the offer of God through 
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Jesus.  I’m wondering if any of us are missing the signs and the offer of Jesus.  On 

the other hand, many did recognize the offer of salvation Jesus was offering.  The 

early church grew like wildfire.  I hope and pray many people will hear God’s offer 

of salvation through each one of us here as individuals and as a church body.  THE 

PEOPLE DURING JESUS’ TIME SHOULD HAVE RECOGNIZED THE MESSIANIC OFFER.  

THAT SAME OFFER IS BEING MADE TO US.   

Let me just review where we have come from in this morning’s message.  We were 
all born into sin and we all have personally sinned.  In our natural state, we are all 

headed for hell.  None of us are good people.  We are evil, rebellious, and rotten 
through and through.  Jesus suffered and died on the cross.  His suffering and 
death are what we each deserve individually.  In other words, if any of us were to 

present our lives before God, with all the good things we have done, with how good 
we have done, and with all the money we have given, and with how much we read, 

study, and teach the Bible, we will still deserve to go to hell for an eternity.  Once 
we accept that, we come to Jesus and confess all that to Jesus, He will apply His 
death and His righteousness to us.  His desire is that none of perish but that all of 

us come to Him in faith to be saved. 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE URGENCY (VS 57-59) 

But in verses 57-59 we must come to an understanding of the urgency.  JESUS IS 
COMING AT ANY TIME.  WHEN HE COMES IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO CHANGE OUR 

MINDS.  Once the trumpet sounds and Jesus returns, it will be too late to repent.  
Once we die, it is too late to change our eternal destinies.  I love the illustrations 
Jesus uses because they are so graphic and so easy to understand.  And at the 

same time, we have to read them slowly lest we miss some critical points.  In this 
section He is going to use a technique that has become very popular in our legal 

system.  The technique described here is what we refer to a settling out of court.  
In other words, the two parties will get together and settle their differences before 
their case gets to the official court.   

Before we get into the text, we have to ask the most important question.  Who 

stands to benefit in an out of court settlement?  The obvious answer is the one who 
has a bad case.  In other words, if you are suing me for being negligent and I was 

clearly negligent, then it benefits me to settle out of court.  If I robbed a store and 
the whole thing was caught on tape, it benefits me to make a deal with the 
prosecutor and settle outside of court.  In verse 57 through the first half of verse 

58, Jesus describes us as having a bad case.  Jesus assumes that we are the ones 
who are guilty being dragged before God as the magistrate to give us the verdict 

and to dole out the sentence.  Here we have to be careful and not over interpret 
the parable.  Jesus is not the one dragging us before God to judge.  The Bible is 

very clear on this point.  All of us will have to face God’s judgment but the devil is 

the one who will accuse us before God.  The devil entices us to sin and to rebel 
against God.  And when we give into him and sin, he will be sure to read off this 
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charge when we come before God’s judgment.  There is no question.  We have a 

bad case.  The Bible makes it clear that none of us have a good case.  If we come 
before God based on our own goodness and our own righteousness, we will be 

judged guilty.  You will stand before God on the Judgment Day and so will I.  God is 
not going to grade on a curve so if we are basing on our case by comparing 
ourselves to other people, we are just fooling ourselves.   

And that brings us to the second half of verse 58.  If the case gets that far, we will 

have a bad outcome.  Jesus said that if the guilty man with a bad case didn’t settle 
this before he got to court, the outcome would be disastrous.  The judge would 

declare him guilty, hand him over to the officer, who would take him to prison, and 
lock him up.  The outcome was never in doubt.  Why would the guilty party not 

settle outside of court?  Perhaps he convinced himself that he had a good case.  
Perhaps he thought the judge would find him not guilty.  Perhaps he was just 
stubborn, prideful, and angry.  He may have felt he was justified in doing what he 

did.  Whatever the reason, he refused to settle outside of court and now he would 
experience this horrible outcome. 

Jesus has offered each one of us an out of court settlement.  There is no doubt the 

Bible makes it clear that when we come before God on the Judgment Day, we all 
have a bad case.  When we present to Him how good we have been, how kind we 
have been, how generous we have been, how often we went to church, obeyed all 

the rules, gave money, and treated others well, we will hear these words from Him: 

“23… I never knew you. Go away; the things you did were unauthorized” (Matthew 

7:23 / NLT). 

If we do not arrive at the throne of judgment without having first given our lives to 
faith in Jesus, then we will hear those terrible words followed by the command to 

go to hell for eternity. 

So why don’t people come to Jesus and surrender their lives in faith?  Many people 
do not want to admit that they are rotten, rebellious, and evil.  People want to 

believe they are good.  People are proud and want to do things their own way.  

People don’t want to surrender their lives to God and live according to His 

commands.  People believe that receiving Jesus and following Him is rejecting the 
culture and the religion they are coming from.  People have all sorts of reasons for 
not coming to Jesus. 

I’m sure if you were to think a little bit about it, you could name other reasons 

people don’t come to faith in Jesus.  I hope one reason people could not give is that 

after the way they see you and me living our lives, they would not want anything to 
do with Christianity.   

But for whatever reason people do not receive Jesus, two things remain true.  
When they get before the Judgment Seat, they will have a bad case, and they will 

experience a very bad outcome.   
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So what’s the answer?  In verse 59 Jesus demonstrates the importance of making a 

plea deal.  Jesus said that this guy who could have settled out of court but chose 
not to will be thrown into prison and pay every last cent for his crime before he 

would be released.  He should have settled outside of court. 

Just to be clear, it will take us an eternity in hell to pay for our sin.  Every last 
penny will be paid when eternity ends.  And since eternity has no end, those who 
come before God without the blood of Jesus covering them will be in hell forever 

separated from God and His love.  JESUS IS COMING AT ANY TIME.  WHEN HE 
COMES IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO CHANGE OUR MINDS.   

Pride will fool us into thinking that all is right with God.  The truth is that apart from 

Jesus, nothing in our lives is right with God.  It’s really easy for us to fool ourselves 

into thinking things are right with God and so we must constantly keep Jesus’ 
righteousness, not our own in clear view.  These are important truths Jesus wants 
us to understand because He does not anyone to be lost.  MAKING THE RIGHT 

DECISION TODAY WILL HAVE ETERNAL RESULTS.  And know this.  The time is 
short.  The signs of the time seem ripe for the return of Jesus.  And further, human 
life is fragile.  We could die on the way home from church.  Are you ready to face 

God should you die today? 

I think this story illustrates the urgency of being right with God: 

“A rabbi was teaching his students a lesson on preparing for death and on repentance.  One of the 

students asked, ‘Rabbi, when should a man repent?’  The rabbi responded, ‘Repent a day before your 

death.’  His students were confused.  ‘How can a man know the day of his death?’ they asked.  His 

answer: ‘He cannot, and since he may die tomorrow, it is all the more necessary for him to repent 

today.’” 

If we were to come face to face with Jesus today because of His return or our 

death, could we say that we are ready?  I hope so because eternity is a long time. 


