BEWARE OF GREED

LUKE 12:13-34
A GREEDY SPIRIT LEADS TO WORRY WHICH SUCKS THE JOY OUT OF LIFE.

L GREED IS A DISTORTED VIEW (VS 13-21)

Greed blinds us to a proper perspective of life.

A. SKEWS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH OTHER (13-14)
B. SKEWS OUR ABILITY TO SEE WHO WE REALLY ARE (15-19)

C. SKEWS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (20-21)
II. WORRY IS THE RESULT OF GREED (VS 22-31)

Worry causes us to lose sight of how much god loves us.

A. WORRY SUCKS THE JOY OUT OF TODAY (22-26)

B. WORRY INSULTS GOD (27-28)
C. WORRY MAKES US JUST LIKE UNBELIEVERS (29-31)

III. FAITH AND LOVE IS THE ANTIDOTE TO GREED AND WORRY (VS 32-34)

Knowing what is truly valuable can bring real joy to life.

A. PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT ALL FEAR (32)
B. FAITH AND GRATITUDE ENABLE US TO BE GENEROUS (33a)
C. PEACE AND SECURITY ARE FOUND IN CHRIST ALONE (33b-34)



Beware of Greed
Luke 12:13-34

Last time we were together, the title of the sermon was “Beware of Hypocrites.” In
other words, there will always be a threat to your freedom and joy in Christ from
other people. Jesus instructed us to not be confused by these legalistic people who
would try to get us to conform to their standards. He told us to beware of them but
not to be afraid of them. The antidote was simply to know Scripture and to place
ourselves under the control and direction of His Holy Spirit.

This morning, the task will be a bit more difficult for us because we can be our own
worst enemy. In this morning’s text, Jesus will tell us to beware of our own greedy
spirits. They can cause us to do all sorts of stupid stuff by causing us to lose
perspective on what is really important.

For example, a tour bus was traveling down a dusty country road in Turkey. They
noticed up ahead a man riding a camel while his wife walked along behind. The
group stopped to snap some pictures. With the help of their interpreter they asked
the man, “Why are you riding while your wife walks?”

“It’'s simple,” the man replied, “She doesn’t own a camel.” Isn’t that the problem
with many Christians today? We are only concerned with getting what we want
while we ignore the needs of others and the needs of the church.

Let’s just get a running start in to this morning’s text. Jesus was invited to a
Pharisee’s house for lunch where He gave him and his friends a good tongue lashing
about their legalism and their hypocrisy. After He left the lunch, a crowd gathered,
Jesus turned to His disciples and told them to beware of the Pharisees’ hypocrisy.
There is a huge crowd of thousands gathered around Jesus and His disciples when
someone from the crowd calls out to Jesus. Even though Jesus doesn’t get involved
with the man’s request, He uses the occasion to give the disciples and the crowd a
lesson on how to find true peace, joy, and contentment in life. The main idea of
the message this morning is this. A GREEDY SPIRIT LEADS TO WORRY WHICH
SUCKS THE JOY OUT OF LIFE. It is one of the Ten Commandments, “Do not covet.”
In other words, “Don’t be greedy.” As I said before, it's easier to hold off an enemy
from the outside. But when the enemy is my own lust for things, then the enemy is
harder for me to fight. It is a battle that each of us must fight ourselves. We win
the battle by adopting right thinking and then acting accordingly.

In verses 13-21 we learn that greed is a distorted view of life. GREED BLINDS US
TO A PROPER PERSPECTIVE OF LIFE. When we are consumed with lust, we lose a
sense of what is really important in life and what is not. Whether we lust for sexual
things or material things, we set ourselves on a course of destruction because we
will never be satisfied. We will always want more.
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GREED IS A DISTORTED VIEW (VS 13-21)

Verses 13 and 14 demonstrate that greed skews our relationship with each other.
In other words, when the lust for possessions and wealth consume us, satisfying
that lust takes precedent over everything in life, even our families and loved ones.
Did you ever stop and ask yourself why people are so unhappy today? Or perhaps
you are asking yourself why you are so unhappy?

I'm going to let you in on a little secret. We are a people who have come to think
that we are entitled to everything in life. We are entitled to all that we have and all
that we want. As long as we hold on to an attitude of entitlement, we can never be
happy because we are not truly thankful for what we have because we think we
deserve it and we have earned it. And if we think we are entitled even to those
things we don’t have, we won’t have any respect for others. I can’'t begin to tell
you the stories of how children have cheated their parents out of all their property
and possessions and then put them in nursing homes. I know of so many cases
where family members have taken advantage of brothers and sisters trying to cheat
them out of an inheritance. The courts are filled with family members suing one
another over property and money.

Jesus runs into two brothers who find themselves in a similar situation. Jesus has
just been preaching and teaching about religious hypocrisy and the importance of
submitting to the leading of the Holy Spirit. He is teaching deep theological truths
when a random guy from the crowd shouts out, “Teacher, please tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” We don’t have any details about the
situation. We don’t know if the father just died, if the brother demanding his
portion of the inheritance is a flake, if the brother holding on to the inheritance is
trying to cheat the other, or any other relevant details. For that matter, Jesus has
no background to this request either (although He could if He chose to).

I love Jesus’ response, “Hey buddy, who appointed Me judge for a day” (my
translation)? In other words, how could Jesus make a decision about this situation
without gathering all the data and sitting down with all the family members? Since
inheritance was a religious matter with the Jews, people often sought out rabbis to
solve the disputes. But this is neither the time nor the place. Jesus was preaching
and teaching about important issues. But people consumed with their own
perceived entitlements don’t have the ability to determine the proper place, the
proper time, nor the proper importance of things. They are only consumed with
their own desires and getting their needs met. They have no sense of priorities.

We see further how greed skews our ability to see who we really are. Even though
Jesus doesn’t answer their question, He uses it an occasion for some more
teaching. This family was face to face with the long promised Jewish Messiah and
all they can think of is getting their hands on money, property, and possessions.
Jesus said, “Watch out and be careful of greed.” The first word has to do with
actual sight. In other words, Jesus is saying to watch your soul very carefully. The
second term has to do with almost a military or police term of guarding a post or a
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prisoner. In other words, watch carefully for the spirit of greed approaching you
and do whatever it takes to guard your spirit from being overtaken from it. The
word for greed is pleonexia. It is often translated as covetousness or lust. In
classical Greek it means things like trying to get ahead at another’s expense, to
take something by force, outdoing others, and trying to get ahead. In the Bible it
describes an attitude of lust for money, possessions, status, and gain. As we said
earlier, because fulfilling one’s lust for gain, it is almost always at someone else’s
expense. People consumed with greed don’t care who they run over. Listen to how
the Apostle Peter describes this attitude in false teachers:

“3In their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But God condemned them long
ago, and their destruction is on the way” (Il Peter 2:3 / NLT).

So once we think we are entitled to anything and greed overtakes us, we will never
be satisfied with what we have. We will always want what others have and more.
Jesus said that we should be careful to watch out for this attitude and guard our
souls against it at all cost. He goes on to say that the essence of human life has
nothing to do with possessions.

And with this, Jesus launched into a parable. The story is pretty straightforward. A
rich farmer found himself in the fantastic situation of having an incredible bumper
crop. The business year was so good, that as he looked over the harvest, he came
to the conclusion that he didn’t have enough storage to hold all the crops. So like
all good business executives, he tore down all his old storage units and built a
mega storage unit to hold the entire inventory. After the profit he made from this
harvest, he could now afford to take it easy and enjoy life a little bit.

Isn’'t that the American dream? I know that my parents taught me that when I was
young. I saw my parents start with nothing, work hard, save money, and then
enjoy their later years in life. When we were young my wife and I worked two or
three jobs each, saved money, and now find ourselves looking forward to a time in
the near future to take it easy, enjoy each another, enjoy our family, kick back and
enjoy life. And we may even say that we earned it and are now entitled to it. Isn’t
that what we believe? That’'s why we came to the United States.

The guy in the parable didn’t steal anyone’s money. He didn’t get this bumper crop
through dishonest methods. He planned well, worked hard, and it paid off. But
then Jesus went on to have God call this guy in the parable a fool. Now I'm a little
confused aren’t you? It seems as if the guy did things just like we would and God
now calls him a fool. Remember fool in the Bible means a lack of godly wisdom. In
other words, God said this man’s actions in some way were not in synch with God’s
values and purpose for living.

There are a couple of clues to interpret Jesus’ parables. First of all, the man is self-
absorbed. In verses 17-19 he uses the first person “I” at least 5 times. He uses
the personal possessive pronoun “my” 5 times; my crops, my barns, my grain, my
goods myself. In other words, life is all about himself. He is taking all the credit
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for the success. There is no mention of anyone else but him. When he ponders
the wealth he has gained, he doesn’t think about anyone to share in the wealth or
its enjoyment, only himself. He is only interested in his success and his enjoyment
of life.

Secondly, and most importantly, God is nowhere to be found in his speech or in his
thoughts. Think about this. He had no control over the weather. The weather had
to be perfect to pull in a bumper crop like this. And yet, he doesn’t take time to
reflect on the fact this blessing is directly due to God.

When he realizes how wealthy he has now become, he doesn’t think to honor God
in any way by feeding the poor, helping out less fortunate people, donating money
to the temple, or anything like that. Truly he fits the wisdom literature’s description
of a fool:

“1 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds”
(Psalm 14:1 / NRSV).

Along these same lines when we get successful in life, we often forget about why
we have become successful and Who it is that made us successful. Listen to how
God warned the Israelites through Moses:

“10When you have eaten your fill, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. 11But
that is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the LORD your God and
disobey His commands, regulations, and laws” (Deuteronomy 8:10-11 / NLT).

Further, God made them wander in the wilderness for forty years because of their
disobedience but also to humble them and remind them that He is the source of all
life. In referring to God’s provision and testing in the wilderness Moses told the
people this:

“17He did it so you would never think that it was your own strength and energy
that made you wealthy. 18Always remember that it is the LORD your God who
gives you power to become rich, and He does it to fulfill the covenant he made with
your ancestors” (Deuteronomy 8:17-18 / NLT).

When we plan well, work hard, and pay attention to all the details, we tend to own
our success. And yet the Bible is clear that all success and all blessings come from
the hand of God. To forget that is to start to worship ourselves as gods.

God lays out the argument for the guy by putting life in the perspective of death.

In other words, we are all going to face death. And to further drive the point home,
God tells the guy he is going to die unexpectedly early, that very night. Based on
how the guy chased after success, and viewed his success, and decided how to
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handle his success, he was in no way ready to face God. When God demanded the
guy’s life, all the possessions would be left behind and others would take it and
spend it. And further, he would now face God empty handed. Instead of
understanding he was created to be in a relationship with God and that all good
things came from God, the guy couldn’t see that in reality he was nothing and that
he was indeed dependent totally on God’s grace and God’s mercy.

This brings us to verse 21 where we can see that greed skews our relationship with
God. If we don’t understand that the reason we were created was to be in an
intimate relationship with God, then all of what we do and think in life will be off
base. We were created for eternity. In other words, our short time on earth is only
part of our life. We will either spend eternity in heaven in a passionate, intimate,
and personal relationship with Jesus, or we will spend an eternity in hell, forever
separated from the love of God. Therefore, we should spend the majority of our
time, money, and energy developing our relationship with God and not worrying
about amassing more and more earthly wealth, possessions, riches, and things.

Before we leave this section, let me correct some misconceptions people come
away with. Jesus is not condemning the man for careful planning, for hard work, or
even for planning for the future. Jesus is not condemning the man for saving
money. What He is condemning the man for is his total obsession with earthly
things such as wealth and prestige. The man has become so self-absorbed, that he
has become god in his own world. We must always remember that all we have and
all we have become come directly as a blessing from God. And all that we have
and our very lives belong to God. We do not own a thing. We are merely
caretakers of what God has entrusted us with. A good test every night would be to
ask ourselves, “Am I ready to meet God if He calls me home tonight?” That will
help us keep life in proper perspective. However, GREED BLINDS US TO A PROPER
PERSPECTIVE OF LIFE.

WORRY IS THE RESULT OF GREED (VS 22-31)

Worry is the result of Greed as described in verses 22-31. In other words WORRY
CAUSES US TO LOSE SIGHT OF HOW MUCH GOD LOVES US. I really do think if we
realize what worry is and what it indicates, we would stop it immediately.

First of all, as described in verses 22-26, worry sucks the joy out of today. Jesus is
very strong in His command that we should not worry. Literally in Greek He says,
“Worry do not worry!” The word for worry is merimnao. It means anxious and
troubled with cares. It can also have to do with seeking to promote one’s own
interest. Let me make a correction up front here as well. Jesus is not talking about
extreme situations. For example, in Muslim countries, when natural disasters occur
and relief is sent, Christians often do not get the food. The Muslims tend to hoard
all the relief and keep it away from other religious communities. Jesus is not saying
we should not worry about eating or getting food for our children. To be sure, the
same principle applies. We should pray but we would all be worried and suffer to
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watch our children starve to death. But for us, we need to take Jesus’ words
seriously. He has just pointed out in the parable that life is more than
accumulating wealth, prestige, and possessions. Life is about being in relationship
with God. Here He is telling us that life is more than obsessing about what kind of
gourmet food we want to eat or about what kind of designer clothes we want to
buy.

Jesus goes on to say that God feeds the ravens of the field. And yet the way God
has set up nature, they always seem to find food. Now it would be easy to
misinterpret verse 24. Jesus is not saying we should quit our jobs and expect God
to feed us. After all the Apostle Paul said if we don’t work we should not eat. The
point Jesus is making is that God loves us and in God’s order of creation, we are the
most important. If He provides for the birds, and we are infinitely more important
than birds, He will also care and provide for us. Please look at verse 24 because
Jesus likes to use this comparison. He will take a situation and then evaluate it by
preceding it with “how much more?” God feeds birds. We are infinitely more
valuable to God than a bird. Therefore, God will take care of us.

So God loves us and cares for us. Now look at verses 25-26. It's a logical
argument. Jesus said, “Who can add just one extra hour to our lives by worrying?”
The answer is none of us. In fact, worry can deduct time from our lives. So if we
can’t do this one little thing, then what good does worry do? What it does is suck
the joy out of today and all its blessings. Think of all the blessings you have. 1
have a wife, children, and an aunt that loves me a great deal. We have enough
money to live comfortably, and I have a job that I enjoy. I have many good friends
and life is good. Let's say a problem presents itself that I have no control over.
Let’s even make it a huge problem. Let's say I am diagnosed with terminal cancer.
So the point is that my end of life now has a date. If I obsess and worry about that
cancer, then I suck the joy out of all the blessings God has given me to enjoy
today. Every moment I worry about the cancer takes away from the time I can
spend enjoying my wife, children, aunt, friends, and other blessings God has given
me today. The worry is not going to change the end. Worry is not going to help
me live even one hour longer. It will simply suck the joy out of today. I know that
because we live in an industrial society with all its benefits, and because we have
put a great deal of faith in science, we think we have control of life. However, if we
had good theology we would have to admit that we don’t have much control over
any of the important things in life. What we do have control over is how we
respond to life. We can choose to enjoy today and all the blessings God has given
us. We can embrace every good thing in our lives and thank God for them. Most
of all, we can savor the fact that God loves us.

That brings us to verses 27-28 where we can see that worry insults God. In other
words, God created the lilies of the valley. They are adorned by God and they are
made beautiful by God. Again look at verse 28 for that phrase, “How much more?”
In other words, God created us and provides for us. He has a plan for our lives.
Compared to lilies and grass, we are infinitely more valuable to God. Lilies and
grass only last a short time. We are created for eternity. We will spend eternity
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with God. How much more does He care about us? He cares for us infinitely more.
When we start to worry about earthly things we are demonstrating a lack of faith in
God'’s love for us, His wisdom, and His plan for us. When we start to worry, it says
to God, “I don’t trust You.” Worry says that I know what’s better for me than God
does.

Finally, in verses 29-31 worry makes us just like unbelievers. I want you to see
how Jesus ties this altogether. In verse 15 He warned us not to have greedy
spirits. In the parable the rich farmer was blind to God'’s perspective on life. He
spent his time amassing the wealth of earthly goods and values. He was so self-
absorbed in satisfying his desires that he totally neglected his relationship with God.
God called him a fool. Here in these verses, worry is another way we are self-
absorbed. We lose perspective on God’s blessings and in the end we insult God by
denying that He doesn’t love us or He doesn’t know what He is doing. In reality we
become like the rich farmer. We create a world for ourselves in which God doesn’t
exist. Verse 30 should slap us into reality. Did you ever see these movies where
someone is hysterical, one of their friends slap them in the face, they stop crying
and say, “Thanks, I needed that.”

It seems as if that slap brought them back to reality. When Jesus tells us that we
are no different than unbelievers, we should stagger back as if just slapped in the
face. The New Testament writers address us as saints. The word “saints” is merely
the plural form of holy. We are supposed to be God’s holy children. Holy means
set apart from the rest of the world. In other words, it is normal for the world to be
self-absorbed, greedy, and worried about hanging onto what they have and getting
more. But Christians ought to be focused on our relationship with God and what He
is doing in our lives. The farmer in the parable should have focused on his
relationship with God and dealt with all his success in the context of his relationship
with God. In verse 31, Jesus sums up worry. He tells us to seek God’s kingdom
first, and everything else will be taken care of by God. Again, people will want to
interpret this section to the point of absurdity. This passage does not tell us to
simply come to church and spend our day in prayer and Bible study and expect God
to have dinner cooked at home. We are expected to work, to be frugal, and to
save. We are simply not to become obsessed with these things. We should do
everything in the context of our relationship with God. The problem is that WORRY
CAUSES US TO LOSE SIGHT OF HOW MUCH GOD LOVES US.

FAITH AND LOVE IS THE ANTIDOTE TO GREED AND WORRY (VS 32-34)

When Jesus warned us about hypocrites, He gave us the antidote by which to resist
them. We learned that a solid knowledge of the Bible, a personal and intimate
relationship with God, and submission to the Holy Spirit will help us to reject
hypocrites. In verses 32-34, Jesus tells us that faith and love is the antidote to
greed and worry. KNOWING WHAT IS TRULY VALUABLE CAN BRING REAL JOY TO
LIFE.
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Verse 32 reminds us that perfect love casts out all fear. If you remember from last
time, Jesus said don’t fear the legalists and the hypocrites. The worst they can do
to you is kill your body. The only real object of fear should be God because He can
kill your body and send your soul to hell for an eternity. Then Jesus went on to
explain that God passionately loves us so there is nothing to fear.

Here Jesus is going to follow that same reasoning. God is the One Who provides for
us, guides us, and protects us. When we placed our faith in Jesus, we were given
eternal life and a promise to live in God’s Kingdom. Since we were immediately
made God’s children and citizens of heaven, we could count on God to never leave
us nor forsake us. Listen to how the Apostle Paul put it:

“31What can we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?
32Since God did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t God, who gave us Christ,
also give us everything else?

33Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? Will God? No! He is the one who has given
us right standing with himself. 34Who then will condemn us? Will Christ Jesus? No, for he is the one
who died for us and was raised to life for us and is sitting at the place of highest honor next to God,
pleading for us.

35Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have
trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or are hungry or cold or in danger or threatened with death?
36(Even the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like
sheep.”) 37No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.

38And | am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from his love. Death can‘t, and life can’t. The
angels can’t, and the demons can’t. Our fears for today, our worries about tomorrow, and even the
powers of hell can’t keep God’s love away. 39Whether we are high above the sky or in the deepest
ocean, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:31-39 / NLT).

Since we are so loved by God, there is nothing for us to fear. The first half of verse
33 expands on this love and demonstrates that faith and gratitude enable us to be
generous with others. Jesus makes another troubling statement here. He says,
“Sell your possessions and give to the poor.” That would certainly get everyone’s
attention. Peter had given up everything to follow Jesus. He left his family,
friends, and business behind. Was Jesus now telling Peter to go home sell his
house, furniture and other assets, and give all his money away? Where would
Peter’'s wife, mother-in-law, and other family members live? It seems as if the rich
farmer in the parable was single. This statement could be directed to him. Jesus
told a rich young man to give away all his possessions and follow Him. For us, I
think the message is not to be afraid to be generous with one another. Would
people say you are generous with your money and possessions or would they say
you are stingy and cheap? Would people characterize you as self-absorbed or truly
interested in others?
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In the second half of verse 33 and verse 34 Jesus sums it up. In the Book of Acts,
we see the early Christians selling off assets to help the church and to help one
another. Having money is not a sin. Having assets is not a sin. The question is
how we manage them, how we view them, and how we use them. In the parable
of the rich farmer, God scolded him for being rich in worldly wealth but poor in
those things that God cared about. Jesus told us in verse 31 to seek first the
Kingdom of God and everything else would fall into place. Here He tells us that
where our treasure is, there our heart will be also. In other words, as we have a
proper perspective of money and possessions we will use our assets in ministry as
well. The stock market may crash and we may lose all our money. Our houses
may burn down or even ruined by termites. But what we invest in God, His
mission, and His people, will never be destroyed.

Most of all, a spirit of gratitude is important. In other words, if we understand that
we deserve absolutely nothing except to spend eternity in hell, then everything we
receive from the hand of God we will be grateful for. If we receive all of life as a
gift from God, then we will always be thankful. If we are thankful, then we will be
generous with all we have because we know God provides. Love, faith, and
gratitude will protect us from greed and bring us true happiness. KNOWING WHAT
IS TRULY VALUABLE CAN BRING REAL JOY TO LIFE.

Hypocrites and legalists are relatively easy to identify and reject. However, greed
can sneak up on us and overtake our souls. We must be alert and on guard. A
GREEDY SPIRIT LEADS TO WORRY WHICH SUCKS THE JOY OUT OF LIFE. Butitis
even more dangerous than that. Greed can cause us to lose our lives. In his book
of sermons Feminine Faces, Clovis Chappell writes:

“When Pompeii was being excavated, there was found a body that had been embalmed by the ashes of
Vesuvius. It was that of awoman. Her feet were turned toward the city gate, but her face was turned
backward toward something that lay just beyond her outstretched hands.

The prize for which those frozen fingers were reaching was a bag of pearls. Maybe she herself had
dropped them as she was fleeing for her life. Maybe she had found them where they had been dropped
by another. But, be that as it may, though death was hard at her heels, and life was beckoning to her
beyond the city gates, she could not shake off their spell. She had turned to pick them up, with death as
her reward. But it was not the eruption of Vesuvius that made her love pearls more than life. It only
froze her in this attitude of greed.”

People who are self-absorbed, self-centered, selfish, and think they are entitled to
things are in great danger of being frozen in death because of greed. Beware of
greed in your soul. It will kill you.
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