What’s Wrong With Us?
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This morning, we are celebrating Thanksgiving together as a family. The
Japanese congregation is in some sense the parent in this relationship. They
started our church and gave birth to our English-speaking ministry. So here
we are this morning worshiping and thanking God for many things.

Over and over again, the Bible commands us constantly to give God thanks
and praise. Not only are we to give thanks and praise to God in good times,
but in trying times as well. I think that this story reminds us that we are to
give thanks to God in all situations. However, it also points out one of the
reasons we modern day Christians are not good at giving thanks. Most of us
don’t read our Bibles regularly, and we don’t spend much time in prayer.
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Two men were walking through a field one day. They spotted an enraged
bull and instantly started to run toward the nearest fence. It became clear
that they would not be able to outrun the enraged bull. The unbelieving
friend shouted to his Christian friend, “John, put up a prayer, and hurry, we
are in for it.

John shouted back, “I can’t. I've never made a public prayer in my life.”

“But you must!” said his friend, “The bull is gaining on us fast.”



“All right,” panted John, “I'll say the only prayer I know, the one my father
used to repeat every night at the dinner table: ‘O Lord, for what we are
about to receive, make us truly thankful.””
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That really is a case of accidental good theology. Are we able to thank God
when bad things are happening in our lives? I'm guessing that most people
who claim to be Christians are not even thankful for the good things God has
brought into our lives.
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In this morning’s text, Jesus was crossing the border between Galilee and
Samaria on His way to Jerusalem. He encounters 10 lepers who beg Him to
heal them. When we read this text today, we may miss the full force of it.
Lepers were truly cut off from civilization. In the Jewish culture, lepers were
not allowed to come in contact with any healthy people. In fact, they were
required to move out of the city or the camp and forced to live outside of the
community. They were cut off from family and friends. To be sure, they
were lonely.

But to make things even worse, they were not allowed to worship at the
temple. No person who was unclean in any way would be allowed to
approach the temple area. So the leper was cut off from God as well. How
horrible would it be to be cut off from family, friends, and God?



Lepers, until recently in history, have been forced to live in colonies with
other lepers and forbidden to have contact with healthy people.
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The lepers that Jesus encountered on that day are truly an accurate
representation of our spiritual state. Even though we were born into this
world physically alive, we were spiritually dead. In other words, when we
entered this world, we were enemies of God and our eternal destinies were
slated for an eternity in hell. If we were honest with ourselves, we would be
able to see how destructive our sinful behavior is and how it separates us
from God and loved ones. And further, we were as helpless as these lepers
were to change our state of affairs.
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Since lepers were forbidden to have physical contact with anyone, they were
required to call out to people from a distance to warn them they were
infected with leprosy. These lepers must have somehow heard about the
healing ministry of Jesus and called out to Him, “Jesus, Lord, Have mercy on
us!” The story doesn’t give us enough information as to whether or not they
knew Who Jesus was. But at any rate, they heard of His ability to heal.



Jesus looked at them and said, “"Go show yourselves to the priests.” In
order for a leper to reenter society and worship, he or she would have to be
declared clean by the priest. The text goes on to say that as they went,
they were healed. They must have had some faith in Jesus because after
Jesus spoke to them, they headed for the nearest priest and as they
exercised their faith, they were healed. The leprosy left them.

Can you imagine the joy that must have filled their hearts? Once again,
they would be able to enjoy the company and fellowship of their friends and
family. They would once again be able to take their rightful place in society.
Once again, they would be able to worship at the temple. If nothing else in
their entire life went well, shouldn’t they be happy and thankful for the rest
of their lives?
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If any of us here this morning claim to be Christian, then let me just review
what has happened to us. We were born enemies of God. We were born
with a natural bent towards sin and we have all sinned and rebelled against
God. We continue to sin and ignore God. We deserve to spend our entire
lives suffering and we deserve to spend our eternities in hell, being
tormented forever. That's how evil we are.



There was a day when Jesus approached us. We too cried out, “Jesus, Lord,
have mercy on us.” And Jesus did. He came into our lives, He forgave our
sins, and He applied His righteousness to us.

In that one moment He changed our lives: from death to life, from despair
to hope, from alienation to relationship, and He changed our eternal
destinations from hell to heaven. Whether or not we receive another single
blessing from God, we should be eternally grateful to God. That is a lot to
give thanks and praise to God for.
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At this point in our story a strange twist in the story takes place. As the
lepers were headed to the priests, they noticed that they were cured. Nine
of them keep right on going. One turns back to Jesus. He comes running
back to Jesus shouting, “Praise God!” He fell face down on the ground at
Jesus’ feet, thanking Him for the healing. Now what was remarkable was
that this was a Samaritan. The other nine seem to be Jews. Here is the
twist. The primary mission of Jesus was to the Jews first. This tenth guy
got healed as a result of hanging out with the other nine lepers who
happened to be Jewish. Jesus was the Jewish Messiah, but an outsider came
back to thank and acknowledge Jesus for Who He was. The one healed leper
had no stake in the Jewish Messiah, and yet he alone came back to give



glory to God. Why do you suppose the nine, who should have come back to
thank God didn’t? Surely they must have been happy to be healed. What
would cause a person to neglect giving thanks to God for what He has done?
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What prevents you and me from being genuinely thankful to God? I want to
suggest three reasons for us to ponder during this Thanksgiving season.

First of all, we may not be genuine Christians. Since many of us think we
are good, we don’t realize what God did for us in Jesus Christ. Let me
quickly review what we have been studying the last few Sundays. There is
no one that is good. We have all sinned and greatly offended God. We have
offended God through our sin so badly that we have richly earned an
eternity in hell. Think of the most horrific people in history: Hitler, Idi Amin,
Saddam Hussein, John Wayne Gacy, Jeffery Dalmer, Ted Bundy, and others.
In God’s eyes, you and I are no different when it comes to offending Him
with our sins. We deserve the exact same outcome for eternity. If you and
I have confessed this to God, if we have asked Him to forgive us of our sins
based on the finished work of Jesus on the cross on our behalf, if we have
allowed God to apply Christ’s blood and righteousness to cover us, and if we
committed our lives to following Jesus, we have been rescued from this
eternal fate. Think about what it would be like to spend an eternity in hell.
That’s what we deserve. And yet by grace through faith we can spend an
eternity in heaven. Isn’t God the Father deserving of our continual thanks
and praise for sending His One and Only Son Jesus to die on our behalf?



Isn’t Jesus deserving of our continual thanks and praise for leaving heaven,
coming down to earth, taking on human flesh, suffering and dying for your
sin and mine? Isn’t God the Holy Spirit deserving of our thanks and praise
for living in us even though we continue to pollute our bodies, His temple
with sinful thoughts and behaviors constantly? If we had to suffer and die,
receiving no more of God’s blessings, we should say with the hymn writer,
“It is enough that Jesus died, ... and that He died for me.” Jesus rescued us
from an eternity in hell. If we don’t acknowledge that we are evil and yet
Jesus rescued us and will bring us safely to heaven totally on His merit, not
ours, then we are not genuine Christians.
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Secondly, we are not thankful because we are worldly. We lust for more of
what we perceive the good life to be. We chase after money, power, fame,
and possessions. We are so greedy that we are never satisfied with what we
have. I know I'm about to make a very sad comment but I'm pretty sure it’'s
true. I have not heard many people who call themselves Christians say,
“I'm perfectly content with what I have. I don’t need another thing. God
has perfectly provided for me.” The source of this discontent is greed and a
lust for the things of this world. You see, if people are greedy and lust for
the things of this world, it prevents them from first of all enjoying what they
already have. Once we receive a gift or a blessing from God, we don't take
time to enjoy and be thankful for what we have just received because
immediately we are focused on what we still don’t have that we think will
make us happy. It also prevents us from being thankful that God cares for
us and provides for us what we need.
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The third attitude I want to describe is the attitude of entitlement. Because
we have been raised in the United States, we have come to believe that we
are entitled to get and to have whatever we want. When we receive
something, we fool ourselves into thinking that we worked for this, we
planned for this, and we deserve this. With this attitude, we can never be
grateful for what God has given us because in the end we really don't
believe that God has given it to us. And even if we believe that God has



given it to us, we believe that we are entitled to it because we have been
good and God is rewarding us. Let me state this yet one more time. There
is only one thing you are entitled to. There is only one thing I deserve. We
are justly entitled to an eternity in hell and a lifetime of misery. Itis by
God’s grace alone that He allows us to wake up every morning. Itis by
God’s grace alone we don’t have to spend an eternity in hell. This
Thanksgiving, let’s consciously fight these things that keep us from being
thankful. As we bow our heads over our thanksgiving meal, let us confess
that only by the grace of God we have what we have and are what we are,
that only by the grace of God are we headed for an eternity in heaven rather
than hell, and only by the grace of God that we continue to live and breathe.
Let us embrace all of life as a gift from God. Here is how we can learn to live
thankfully always through the good times and bad. We must learn to focus
on the tremendous miracle of our salvation. We once were lost but now are
found. We once were dead but now we live. We once lived in despair but
now in hope; all because of what Jesus did for you and me on the cross.
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Let me close with the perspective Jesus gives us for life. He sent out
seventy-two people out to do ministry and to preach the Gospel. They came
back reporting fantastic results:



“1"The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons
submit to us in your name” (Luke 10:17 / NIV).
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Now Please listen carefully to Jesus’ reply:

“18 I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. **I have given you

authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power
of the enemy; nothing will harm you. *°However, do not rejoice that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven”
(Luke 10:18-20 / NIV).
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Did you hear that? No matter how badly things are going and no matter
how well things are going, Rejoice, Praise God, and Give Thanks to God that
your name is written in the book of life.
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