CHRISTIANSAND POLITICS

PROVERBS 29:1-27

JESUS SAID HISKINGDOM ISNOT OF THISWORLD.
THEREFORE, RENDER TO CAESAR WHAT IS CAESAR'S
BUT RENDER TO GOD WHAT ISGOD'S

Outline

|. WHENTHE RIGHTEOUSTHRIVE (VS 1-14)
Righteous Leader ship Provides An Atmosphere Where People Can Become All God
Created Us To Be.

A. RIGHTEOUSLEADERS (1-4)
B. WISE ADVISORS (5-12)
C. JUSTICE FORALL (13-14)

II. WHEN THE WICKED THRIVE (VS 15-21)
Wicked Leadership Hinders People From Living As God Created Us To Live.

A. NO MORALS(15-18)
B. NOACCOUNTABILITY (19-21)

1. WHEN GOD THRIVES (VS 22-27)
Snce There Has Never Been, Nor |s There Now Christian Leadership In The Secular
World, The Church Should Be An Example Of What Living Under God Truly Looks Like.

A. THE CHAOSOF WORLDLY LEADERSHIP (22-24)
B. THE ORDER OF GODLY LEADERSHIP (25-26)
C. RENDER TO GOD WHAT ISGOD’S (27)

CHRISTIANSAND POLITICS
PROVERBS 29:1-27



Thismorning’ stext endsthisnext section of thebook of Proverbs. It started in chapter 25 and it
endswiththeconclusion of chapter 29. Further, wesaidthat most scholarsthink that thissection
inparticularwaswrittenfortheeducationof | sragl’ sfutureleaders: their futurepolitical, religious,
andacademicleaders. Infact, there are scholars who feel that the entire book of Proverbswas
meant to educate leaders.

However, as | have preached through the book, | have tried to generalize these Proverbs by
applyingthemtoall of oureverydaylives. Afterall,weall findourselvesat onetimeor anotherin
aleadership role, whether it be in church leadership, at work, or even as parents.

Until thismorning, | havefor themost part avoided thestrictly political natureof these Proverbs.
However,thismorninglwilladdresstheirpoliticalramifications. Thetext addressessuchissuesas
the public life, conduct, and attitudes God expects of politicians. But remember, the text still
appliesto us.

Right up front | needtotell youthat | stand in avery small minority of modern Christiansinthe
UnitedStates. Soas| preach, you need to make surethat what | am saying squareswith thetext.
Y ou need tolisten to thismorning’ s sermon with agreat deal of skepticism. Those of you who
know me, know that | really don’ t havemuchrespect for politicians. Infact, | wouldcringeif one
of them, any of them, would say, ?John is my pastor and Devon Church is my church.?

Inthemilitary, | had astrangegroup of friendsthat consisted of chaplainsand doctors. We used
to go out to lunch and all of us were pretty cynical towards government. One morning at
breakfast, thedoctorsgot into thisdebate about which wasthebetter surgeon. Thefirstdocsaid,
?A man came to me who had his hand cut off. | reattached it and today heis a concert violinist.?

The second surgeon, not to be outdone said, ?That’ snothing. A guy cameto mewith hisleg cut
off. | reattached it and today he is a marathon runner.?

I'm fairly sure that the poet is not that hard on politicians

| know that the majority view of Christian leaders and people today is that we have a moral
obligationtovoteandtobeinvolvedinpolitics. Infact, many Christiansactually believethat our
country wasfounded on Christian principlesand somehow they havecometothink that weare, or
at least at onetimewere, aChristian nation. Andfurther,mostof theseChristiansactuallybelieve
there is a ?Christian? candidate to vote for.

L et mejust state somefactsup front. Most of the framers of our Declaration of Independence
and Constitution were not Christians. They were Deists at best. They were not common
people. They were rich landowners, most of whom owned slaves.

Secondly,ourjudicial systemhasnointerestinjustice. Our judicial system isbased on a ?game?
with rules. Whoever can play the game better, wins. It hasno real interest in getting at truth.



Thirdly, in order to get into a government office, stay there, and be effective, a person must be
willingtocompromise. Itisvirtually impossibleto get into government without money. That
money comes from huge special interest groups such as drug companies, oil companies, major
corporations,andunions. And take note of this. Theselobbyists support both the Democratic
andRepublicanparties. Thereisamost nocandidateout therethat comesto officewithout owing
someone something.

Next, let me put these Proverbsintheir historical context. This section started in chapter 25 by
informing us that this group of Proverbs was called, ?Proverbs of Solomon collected by King
Hezekiah's men.”? Kings Solomon and Hezekiah started out well, but ended poorly. Theydid
not live up to the wisdom described in the book of Proverbs. Solomon ruled around 950 BC,
Hezekiah ruled about 690 BC, and the kingdom collapsed about 586 BC. If wereadthroughthe
Kingsandthe Chroniclesinthe Old Testament, it becomesclear that thereareonly the briefest of
times that there are godly kings, godly prophets, and godly priests.

That brings me to the second piece of historical data. It seemsasif human beings were never
designed or equipped to rule over one another. InGenesis, God gave human beingsdominion
over theEarth, thewaters, theplantsandtheanimals. Whenlsrael demandedtheirfirstking, King
Saul, God madeit very clear that their demand for aking was adirect rgjection of Him astheir
King.

Soif wetakealook at the history of God’ speoplelsradl, it seemsasif wewere never created or
equipped to rule over one another. It seems that if we were to apply the criteria of good
|eadership described in the Proverbs, we could say there was never asustained period of timein
al of human history where this type of |eadership existed.

Finally, beforewe get into thismorning’ stext, let’ stake alook at the historical context of Jesus
andthe ApostlePaul. Theylivedunder agovernmental systemmuchlikeours. Infactinsome
areas they were better than we are, in other areas they were worse. Jesus and Paul never got
involvedinpolitics. They livedunder thelawsof Romeand never encouraged political activism.
Paul and Jesusboth madeit simple. Obey the law and pay your taxes. Now to be sure both of
them taught a lifestyle for Christians that was certainly counter-cultural, and to be sure their
messagewascounter-cultural. However, they weremoreinterestedinhow Christiansliverather
than changing politics.

TheBiblemakesit clear, and thepointismadeinthismorning’ spassage, thatimmoral leadership
will bring chaosand ultimately bring destructiontoitsowncountry. | know many peoplein our
countryareabsol utelyterrifiedofterrorism. Butthefactisterroristswill not destroy our country.
We will crumble from within. Our leaders have consistently led us down aroad of moral decay.

Thesearesimplyhistoricalfacts. |sraeldisintegratedfrommoraldecay. TheRomanEmpirefellas
aresult of moral decay. The United Statesisimploding due to moral decay and the systemis
aready so tainted, thereis no turning back.



Sol think my positionisthis. Letthegovernment dowhat itisgoingtodo. Wethechurch, the
peopl e of God, must dowhat wemust do; follow God and build HisKingdom. Remember Jesus
said that His kingdom is not of this world.

Hereiswhat isso distressing for meto see. Christianstalk about voting asif it weretheir moral
Christiarduty. Y et, they cannot agreeonwhich candidatetovotefor. |f itweresomandatory for
usto vote as Christians, then it seemsto methat there should be aclear choice on which way to
vote. Butwhenyou hear Christiansargue about whotovotefor, they arediametrically opposed.
How can that be? | think as we study through this morning’ s passage, you will come to the
conclusion that none of our political leaders, most of our civil rights leaders, and many of our
churchleadersdo not even comeclosetoliving up to God’ sstandardsfor leadership. |thinkthe
church needs to go back to being the church.

Themainideaof thismorning’ smessageisthis. JESUS SAID HISKINGDOM ISNOT OF
THISWORLD. THEREFORE, RENDER TO CAESAR WHAT IS CAESAR'S BUT
RENDER TO GOD WHAT ISGOD'S. Inother words, obey the laws, pay your taxes, and
pray for our leaders. However, asachurch, instead of trying to passall sortsof moral laws, we
wouldbebetter servedtoliveoutaChristianmorality ourselves. Thesedays, thereisalot of time,
money, energy, and emotion spent ontrying to makessurehomosexual scannot get married. The
argument is so that we can preserve the sanctity of marriage. Thesanctity of marriage? The
divorcerateamong Christiansisashighasitisinthesecular culture. SocalledChristianpeople
are involved in pornography, on-line computer affairs and all sorts of other deviant sexual
behavior. Who careswhat non-Christiansin our society are doing when we the church are not
livingoutthesanctityofmarriage. 'Y ouhusbandsoutthere, doyoureallyloveyourwifelikeChrist
lovedthechurch? Doesyour marriagereally demonstratethe mutual submissionthat the Bible
commands? Thechancesarethat most of themarriagesintheChristianchurcharereally screwed
upmarriages. If that’sthe case, how can we even begin to talk politically about the sanctity of
marriage?

. WHEN THE RIGHTEOUSTHRIVE (VS 1-14)

Righteous Leader ship Provides An Atmosphere
Where People Can Become All God Created Us To Be.

Sinceitispretty clear that | think righteousnesscan only happeninthecontext of thechurch, let us
seewhat verses1-14 say about what happenswhentherighteousthrive. Thepoet’ spropositionis
this. RIGHTEOUSLEADERSHIPPROVIDESANATMOSPHERE WHERE PEOPLE
CAN BECOME ALL GOD CREATED USTO BE. Inotherwords, leadershipisnot about
power and control; good leadership is al about empowerment.

A. RIGHTEOUSLEADERS (1-4)



Versesl-4describerighteousleaders. Verse2isthekey versethat dominatesthissectionandit
ismeanttoparallel verse4. Verselismeanttoparallel verse3. Doyou seehow they leapfrog
one another?

First let'slook at verses2 and 4. Why do peoplerejoicewhenthey haverighteousl|eadersover
them? Becausethey feel that they will alwaysbetreatedfairly. Why do the people groan when
wicked people come to power? Because they know that the rich and powerful will be able to
control theleadersby givingthembribes. Inlllinois, and particularly inthecity of Chicago, we
read everyday in the newspapersof the new indictmentscoming down. We see how many city
officialswereinvolvedintakingbribesandextortingmoney. | think it isno secret that Chicago
politicsareextremelycorrupt. Thereisbig money to be made so the politiciansthat control the
most money have the most power.

Verses 1-3 describe the nature of righteous leaders. Righteous leaders are not interested in
power. They arenot arrogant or headstrong. They arehumbleandmorally upright. Theyfind
themselvesindirect contrast tothearrogant, stubbornimmoral politicianswhoaredrivenby alust
for power and sex. No matter how pious politicians say they are, if you were to match their
positionsandbehaviorswith Scriptural truths, youwouldfindthat they really don’ t passthetest for
God' struth. For us as church leaders, we are to be humble, morally upright, pure and fair.

B. WISE ADVISORS (5-12)

Next, rulerscan bejudged by thecircle of peoplewhomthey surroundthemselves. Verses 5-12
demonstratethat righteous|eaders surround themselveswithwiseadvisors. Theclimaxinthis
sectionisfoundinverse12. Dishonestrulerstendtoattractevil subordinates. State and Federal
government attractsthosewhoareinterestedinpower andmoney. Inverse5 we can seethat the
politicianissurrounded with ?yes?men. Butintheend, that leadstoadownfall. Goodleaders,
first of all, tell the truth and expect those around them to tell the truth. Good church leaders
surroundthemsel veswith peoplewhothink differently thanthey doandwhoarenot afraidto state
theipositions. Wehaveseencorruptionatthestatelevel inlllinois. Oneby one, anew official is
being indicted, and it looks asif the former governor himself will beindicted in the near future.
Corruption and dishonesty breeds corruption and dishonesty.

L ook at verse 7 because thisiswhere my viewson politicsand so-called civil rightsactivistsare
developed. Althoughthereare many authenticcivil rightsleaders, thereare many so-called civil
rights leaders who are opportunistic and operate out of self-interest. God is concerned about
justicefor the poor, but the wicked have no such concern. Letmegivejustoneexample. There
aremany, but | will just takeoneissue. TheChicagopublicschool systemishorrible. Therearea
fewgoodschool stowhichtheweal thy andprivilegedfamiliessendtheirchildren. Butforthemost
part, poor familiesareforced to send their children to gang infested sub-standard schools. | am
not going to mention names but you can easily find them. Powerful politiciansin the city of
Chicagoandso-calledcivil rightsactivistsinsi stthat wepour moreandmoremoney intotheschool



system. They say that will solvethe problem. But when more and more money goesinto the
system, themoney goesdirectlyintopoliticians andadministrators pockets. Money doesn’'t go
into the classrooms or to teachers. Now hereiswhat | want you to think about. Thoseof you
who live herein the city and haveto send your children to these school s seem to have no choice.
Now areal civil rightsactivist or an honest politician would see the solution to the problemisto
institutethevoucher system soyouwouldhaveachoice. If you hadtheoptionto sendyour child
toaCatholic or Protestant private school, you would know that therewoul d be order, safety, and
fairnessattheschool. Y our childwouldn’t havetoworry about gangsat school and you could be
suretherewould bemoralsand disciplinetaught. 'Y ouwould then have achanceat getting your
child a quality education.

But the politiciansand the so-called civil rightsactivists say that we must not do that becausethe
public schoolsmay not be ableto survive. They extol the benefits of the Chicago public school
education. Butif youweretojust seewherethey sendtheir childrento school, youwouldfindthat
they all goto privateschools. They want to sendtheir childrento private schoolsbut they don’t
want you to send your child to public school. Listen, politiciansandtheseso-calledcivil rights
|eaders want to keep the poor people down and dependent onthem. That’ stheway they stay in
power.

Look at verse 8. Doesn’t thisdescribethese so-called civil rights activistsand these so-called
freedonfighters? Theygoaroundstirringupcitieswithall sortsof nonsense. They arevery good
at soundingnoble, butif youweretoexaminetheir message, itis, ?I want to keep you down so |
can have a job.? Y ouseeif weall got along someday, these peoplewho preach and stir up hate
wouldnow beirrelevant. Look quickly at verses9-11. They stir uptrouble, they fill our court
systems with the stupidest cases, and they want to fuel the hatred between the races, when in
actuality,itisthepoliticiansandthecivil rightsl eaderskeepingall racesdowneconomically. These
|leadersdon’t want racial reconciliation because oncetheracesarereconciled, everyonewill see
that the problem all along has been government and some of the disreputable civil rights leaders.

In the church however, pastors and leaders are here to enable peopleto be all God created usto
be. If wefoster anatmosphereof loveandfairness, our churchwill becharacterized by aconcern
forjusticefor thepoor. | know many of you aretutoring studentsfor free. | know that many of
you are helping one another buy food and pay rent. Y ou see, the government is so corrupt that
they will never help the poor becausetheir jobsand power depend on the poor staying poor. On
theother hand, good churchleadersarecontinually tryingtowork themselvesout of jobs. We are
identifying, training, and raising up new leaders to take our place.

C. JUSTICE FORALL (13-14)

And look at verses 13-14. How canyoutell if theleadershipisrighteous? If thereisrighteous
|eadership, therewill bejusticeforall. Racial reconciliationwill never happeninour society butit
should be happening inthechurch. The poor and the downtrodden will never find justice and
dignity insociety but they should beabletofinditinthechurch. Thepoliticiansandtheso-called



civil rights leaders have worked at this one goal together. They want the rich to look with
contempt onthe poor. They want them to identify the poor asthedrain on society. And at the
sametimethey want the poor tolook ontherichwithhate. They aremadetobelievethat therich
arerich at the expense of them being poor.

Thatshouldneverhappeninchurch. Look at verse 13. Thereisadoublemeaninghere. Firstthe
rich and the poor need to understand that they aretolook at oneanother through God’ seyes. We
aremeanttointeract withandloveoneanother. God madeusboth. Therichshouldnotfeel they
have more power inthe church becauseinreality they are called on by God to serveand help the
poor. The poor should never feel like second class citizens in the church because they need to
contribute with their talents, abilities, and their spiritual gifts to the building up of the body.
Secondly, since God created the eyes of both therich and the poor, He wantsusto know that He
sees everything that goes on between therich and thepoor. L ook how seriousthisis. Godwill
bless churchesthat model righteousleadership. They will prosper. But the news for secular
governmentislessoptimistic. Verse 14 states that if aking isfair to the poor, his throne will
always be secure.  Government playspoliticswiththepoor. There are no politiciansthat are
concernedwithtruly helpingthepoorfindjustice. That meansthat our form of governmentisnot
realy that securee. RIGHTEOUS LEADERSHIP PROVIDES AN ATMOSPHERE
WHERE PEOPLE CAN BECOME ALL GOD CREATED USTO BE.

II. WHEN THE WICKED THRIVE (VS 15-21)

Wicked Leadership Hinders People From Living As God Created Us To Live.

Verses 15-21 describe what happenswhen thewicked thrive. Thesadtruthisthis. WICKED
LEADERSHIP HINDERS PEOPLE FROM LIVING AS GOD CREATED US TO
LIVE. We were created to love God and one another. We were created to serve God and to
serve one another. Power and control are the tools of abuse, whether it is physical, verbal,
emotional or economic abuse. Power and control are the tools of political abuse aswell.

A. NO MORALS (15-18)

Verses15-18 remind usthat wicked leadershiphasnomorals. Look at verse 16. Whenwicked
|leadershipisinpower, sinthrives. Just take alook at our society. \We make ahugeissue out of
homosexua marriage, yet we teach homosexual behavior as alegitimate, aternative lifestyle.
Again, let me point out the leapfrog connection between the verses. Verses 15 and 17 state
clearly that if weteach our childrenimmorality, they will actimmorally. Weencourageyoung
peopletoexploretheirhomosexual side. Weteach kidsto havesex. Ourgovernmentprotectsall
sortsof pornography. Just take one hour, watch and listen to music videoson MTV. They
promote perverted sex and violencetowardswomen. And wewonder why thereisan A.l1.D.S.
epidemic, why daterapeisso prevalent, why STDshave becomeareal problem, and why young
people are angry and becoming more violent.



Look at verse 18. Many of youlearnedthisversewhenyouwereyoung. Weusedtotrandateit,
"Where there is no vision, the people perish." Thatisagoodtrandation. Butitiseven more
explicitthanthat. Hereis how it can be translated for today. "Wherethepoliticianshaveno
interest in following God's revelation, the people run wild, casting off all restraint." Many
governmentofficial sareimmoralandarelivingimmorallives. Thecourtsare passinglawsthat are
directly contrary to God'smoral laws. Thejudicial systemhasrepeatedly shownthat if youhave
enough power and money, you can get away withany crime. The courts have madeit aright to
kill unbornbabiesand even partially bornbabies. Withthegovernment soimmoral, sofar away
from God, of course the people run wild. Please don't hide your head in the sand. Don't be
fooledbypoliticianspioustalk. Just standupandtell itlikeitis. Ourpoliticians,ourleaders,our
judges, our so-called civil rights|eadersare corrupt, they areevil, and they only haveinterestin
oppressing others so they can maintain their power positions. They are immora and not
concerned for the things of God.

B. NOACCOUNTABILITY (19-21)

Inadditiontobeingimmoral, verses19-21 remind usthat thereisno accountability among them.
Look at verse 20. Politiciansreallydon'thaveconvictions. Oh, thisiswhat they say, "l have
personal religiousconvictions, butthey won't standintheway of servingasyour politician." Huh?
What does that mean? If you have personal religiousconvictions, thenyouwill alwayslive by
them. Politicianssay what the peoplewant themtosay. Their goal isto get elected. Look at
verses 19 and 21. Ifyouletworkersgetawaywiththingsatworkwithoutreally discipliningthem,
they will sooner or later become uncontrollable, and there will be nothing you can do about it.
From thevery beginning, Washington D.C. madesurethey wereabovethelaw and untouchable.
Oneof thethingsthat might help our country isto haveathird party system. But Democratsand
Republicanshavemadeit, continueto makeit, andwill awaysmakeitimpossiblefor athird party
torise. Thereisabsolutelynoaccountabilityingovernment. Oh, they appear to argue with one
another and criticize one another and moralize about one another, but in the end, they will stick
together to ensure a two party system. Please, just take time to examine what comes out of
politicians mouths. They are ssimply speaking to get votes, and stay in power and control.

On the other hand, good Christian |eadership makes one of its highest goals, accountability.
Christian leaders must |earn to speak and receivethetruthinlove, with oneanother and with the
congregation. Y ou can depend on me to preach from the pulpit what | believe the Bible to be
saying. Andthose of youwho know me, know that | really don't sugar coat anything. Thereisa
lot at stake. WICKED LEADERSHIP HINDERS PEOPLE FROM LIVING AS GOD
CREATED USTO LIVE. Wicked leadership really isall about keeping people down and
oppressed. Righteous leadership is all about setting people free so they can pursue righteousness.

11I. WHEN GOD THRIVES (VS 22-27)



Snce There Has Never Been, Nor |s There Now Christian Leadership In The Secular World,
The Church Should Be An Example Of What Living Under God Truly Looks Like.

Again, wewill all bejudged. Verses 22-27 point to atime when God thrives. Hear me out.
SINCE THERE HAS NEVER BEEN, NOR IS THERE NOW CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP IN THE SECULAR WORLD, THE CHURCH SHOULD BE AN
EXAMPLE OF WHAT LIVING UNDER GOD TRULY LOOKSLIKE. Thisismy bias
and thisiswhereyou will haveto evaluate my messagefor yourself according to the Scriptures.
Worldly government has always been and will always be corrupt. Like | said before, racial
reconciliationwillneverhappeninsociety. Toomany peopleand politiciansareprosperingfrom
raciativison. Thepoorwill neverfindjusticeand never findfairnessinsociety. Again,thereis
too much money to be made off the poors misery. It isawaste of time, money, energy, and
resourcestotry andtopolitically reformthecountry. Besides, webelongto akingdomthatisnot
of thisworld. We belong to Jesus Christ. Heis my King and my Lord.

A. THE CHAOSOF WORLDLY LEADERSHIP (22-24)

V erses 22-24 reinforcethe concept of the chaosthat comeswithworldly leadership. Becauseof
racial hatred, institutional racism, economic prejudice, politicians are ableto stir up hatred and
dissension. They areproudand arrogant. Andlook at thechaosour judicial system encourages.
There should beafear of lyingincourt. Inancientlsragl, if youliedincourt foracriminal, you
wouldgetthesamesentence. Butnow, thereisnotreally any pretenseof lookingfor thetruth. All
of thetalk centers around how the lawyers handled the case, not about the guilt or innocence of
someoneand certainly thereisno talk about justicefor thevictims. How can anyone watch the
nightly news and not see how chaotic our society hasbecome? That isadirect result of wicked
leadership.

B. THE ORDER OF GODLY LEADERSHIP (25-26)

Ontheother hand, verses 25-26 describe the order brought about by godly leadership. Look at
verse 26 becausel think thisispivotal for our understanding of how wearetoexistinthisculture.
Don't berunning to get in bed with politicians. Be careful of who you are supporting for office.
Don't look for government to bring about justice. Look to God for justice. And verse 25isa
commandtousasGod'schurch. Don'tfearmenorthreatsfromgovernment. Weareto continue
to build God's Kingdom, God's way. There should be no racial, economic, or gender
discriminationinGod'schurch. Thereshould beno onestarvingin God'schurch. We should be
encouraging one another to contribute to the building up of thischurch. We are to be God's
testimony to society, the government, and our neighborhood asto what ajust society lookslike.
Our existenceshouldbeathreattopoliticiansandfakecivil rightsleaders. Weshould say tothem,
"Doyouwanttoseewhat thesanctity of lifelookslike? CometoDevonChurch. Doyouwantto
seewhatracial reconciliationlookslike? CometoDevon Church. Do you want to see the poor
cared for? Come to Devon Church. Do you want to see what godly leadership looks like?



Cometo Devon Church. Do youwant to seewhat God'sKingdom lookslike? CometoDevon
Church." If wearetruly apropheticvoice, andif weliveout our faith, you canbe surepoliticians
and so-called civil rightsleaders, and even churches, will noticeusand hateus. Butremember
verse 25 saysthat we areto trust in God and not fear man.

C. RENDER TO GOD WHAT ISGOD'S (27)

| think thereisaclear choicethiselection season, but it isnot for any candidate out thererunning
foroffice. Render to Caesar what is Caesar's, but verse 27 commands us to render to God what
isGod's. Theproblemisthat wehavebecomeso comfortableintheworldthat we can nolonger
separate what belongsto God and what belongsto thisworld. ThisisnotaChristiannation. It
never wasand it never will be. Obey the Laws. Pay your taxes. Prayforourgovernment. |[f
called to servein the Armed Forces, you need to make that decision for yourself. | served two
terms, oneactiveduty and onereserveduty. | don't careif you voteor not. Voteforwhomever
you want to. But never forget that the whole system is hostile to God's kingdom.

Spendyour time, money, andenergy inpromoting God'sKingdom. L et usbe about the business
of setting people free from the bondage of sin, Satan, fear and death. Let's bring this
nei ghborhoodandourindividual neighborhoodstheGoodNewsof salvation. Let'sfeed the poor,
clothe the naked, visit the sick and welcome the strangers.  Let's show the world what God's
Kingdomlookslikeasthey look at us. Letusnever giveanyonetheimpressionthat wehaveput
our hopeinworldly governmental systems. Our hopeisin Jesusand Him alone. Thisiswhat |
believe. SINCE THERE HAS NEVER BEEN, NOR IS THERE NOW CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP IN THE SECULAR WORLD, THE CHURCH SHOULD BE AN
EXAMPLE OF WHAT LIVING UNDER GOD TRULY LOOKSLIKE.

| don't want to givetheimpression that | am anti-American. Asfar asworld governmentsgo, |
thinkweliveinthebest country going. However, having saidthat, | must quickly addthat weare
innoway agodly or moral nation. Wemustneverforgetwhereour citizenshipis. JESUSSAID
HISKINGDOM ISNOT OF THISWORLD. THEREFORE, RENDER TO CAESAR
WHAT ISCAESAR'SBUT RENDER TO GOD WHAT ISGOD'S.

Now to befair, I'm pretty surethat my friend Paul K optak, doesn't hold asextremeaposition asl
do, sowhen| quotefrom hisbook, I don't want to givetheimpressionthat thisishisposition. But
| do like the way he summarizes this section.

"Others, such as Robert Webber, believe the church does well to recover the ancient tradition of
standing separate from the world and condemning its evil practices by refusing to join in, identifying
with the world by participating fully in all that does not require compromise, and seeking
transformation by living as countercultural witness. For Webber, the role of the church is not to
change the world but to be the church."

| think that is the position that | hold personally.

However, Paul goes on to say,



"While Christians will debate the most appropriate role for church involvement in matters of state,
the vision of wisdom that permeates every level reminds Christian readers of the kingdom of God,
which, like salt that preserves the world, clings insistently to a vision of peace and prosperity for
all. In that way, the proverbs about the king's rule look beyond the successes and failures of human
kings like Solomon and Hezekiah to the rule of Christ: ‘Endow the king with your justice, O God, the
royal son with your righteousness (Ps. 72:1). As the representatives of this king, the church will

find ways to teach, correct, and support families and governments in their teaching for good and in
their restraint of evil."

AsGod'schildrenlet usnot try to changetheworld. Let usbeHischurch. Ourmereexistence
should be a rebuke to secular government and wicked |eaders.
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